
  
In a Spirit of Gratitude 

 
As we enter the fall season of the church year, a “spirit of 

gratitude” will unfold during November.  As we celebrate: “Gratitude”, I 
would like to thank the many positive and helpful ways the congregation 
continues to shape and develop in ministry.  I hope you realize what a 
gift we have in the staff assembled here, as well as the lay leaders on the 
Joint Board, CEC, Moravian Women, and committees.  We continue to 
press on – paddling upstream at times.   

Allow me to be thankful and grateful for a moment as your pastor:   

¨ I am grateful for our new Director of Faith Formation in Carolyn 
Menapace.  

¨ I am grateful for the leadership of the congregation during these 
past 17 months.  

¨ I am grateful for family and the flock that continues to worship in 
person and online.   

¨ I am grateful for Sunday School returning to our midst, along 
with five other prayer and study groups that are “paddling” along.   

¨ I am grateful for the amazing generosity this flock has shown 
again and again.   

I wonder, what are you grateful for this past year?   

How has God led you in a spirit of gratitude?  PJ  
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Break Out the Cans, Again! 
Oct. 17 – Nov. 14, 2021 

Save the change and the date.  We realize that change 
does make a difference.  Starting on October 17, we 
began collecting coins for the new outreach program 
for women with addictions, “Beneath the Shade”.  
This local organization, under 
the direction of Kathy Neal, 
provides a safe place of refuge 
for women to work on their 
struggles and addictions in 
their lives.  We would like to 
find ways to help them in their 
effort to bring change and 
healing.  Pastor John 
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Praying in Color 
 

 Do you recall the first time you saw a TV show in color?  I kind of recall mom and dad getting 
a color television in 1972 or 73.  I was amazed by what I saw.  Technicolor shows.  Watching shows 
in color was incredible and for me – it sure added a whole new meaning to the Wizard of Oz movie!  
   
 For the last two months the Hill Toppers Prayer Group and the Confirmation Class have been 
trying a new way to pray.  It is called Praying in Color.  Marie Couts first introduced me to this ap-
proach to prayer.  We will be introducing this new method of prayer to the whole congregation during 
the month of November.  The style was developed by Sybil MacBeth. 
 
 Carolyn Menapace and I hope we can introduce this new concept to the families of this flock 
beginning on November 7.  May the approach become something you try and adopt into your person-
al prayer life.  You will see how this style of prayer will be introduced to the congregation for the 
month of November.  May you be open to the Holy Spirit’s leading while we explore and discover a 
new way of praying to God and for God’s people, as we color our prayer life together.  PJ    

 

View from the Canoe 
 I would like to take the time to thank everyone who helped 
with decorating the lobby and sanctuary for our “Canoeing the 
Mountains”.  I prayed that you and yours enjoyed the series.  
Yes.  But also, and more importantly, that you learned and en-
hanced your knowledge of Moses and Joshua, as well as Lewis 
and Clark.  What a Corps of Discovery for both groups!   

 As a nation and a people of God, these past 17 months we 
traversed and paddled through some turbulent waters – and 
walked through some dry, barren, sandy valleys in search of   
water. We kept on – keeping on.  Thank you for all of your contri-
butions and prayerful support of our programs and staff.   

 I am not sure what is around the river’s bend, but I know 
He is with us and we are in this life together as we paddle. Stroke 
after stroke upstream or step after step our Good Shepherd leads 
us into the Promised Land.  I just need to thank you again.   

Pastor John  

 

The Kitchen Ladies – They did it again!! 
 

 I know it has been some time since our last “community meal” but the 
“kitchen ladies” have been up to it again.  Earlier this month, Oct. 13 and 14, 
they gathered again to create healthy and nutritious food and the next day 
delivered a wonderful culinary meal to our members.  What a gift of grace.  I 
hear often how meaningful and grateful people are of this loving ges-
ture.    Again, we  thank: Julie Williams, Marcia Harding, Jeannie Michel, 
Jill Craddoc, and drivers: Rick Michel and Steve Williams for all of their 
kindness and grace to our members near and far.  PJ 
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Delaying our Christmas Decisions 
 

At the October meeting of the Board of Elders, the Elders decided to hold off on some typical choices 
we normally would make for Advent and Christmas at this meeting.  With the pandemic still very 
much part of our flock’s river journey, just like those nasty grizzly bears we learned about with Lewis 
and Clark, we decided to wait and see.  Wait until we have better information for us to make better 
informed choices for the flock surrounding Advent and Christmas traditions.  Therefore, for the sea-
son of Advent and Christmas, we will be sending out a personal advent letter and flyer for all the 
events and programing.  We will make those choices at our Board of Elders Meeting on November 9.  
         Pastor John  

 

Decorating the Church for the Christmas Season ~ by Susan Corder 

If you would like to help decorate the church for the Christmas Season, please     
contact Susan Corder, 330-204-0931.  We are scheduled to decorate on Sunday, 
November 21, from Noon-5:00 p.m.  Extra hands would be appreciated. 

 

Trimming of Candles ~ by Susan Corder 

   At our Christmas Eve services, each worshipper will receive a lighted beeswax candle with a 
red frill.  Many volunteers are needed to place the frills on the 500+ candles.  We have sched-
uled one evening only for the Trimming of Candles.  If you have never helped, plan 
to come and learn how to trim the candles.  The Trimming of Candles for the Christ-
mas Eve services will be held Monday, December 6, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the 
social hall.  Reminder:  Bring your scotch tape dispensers.   

   Mark your calendars, everyone is invited to help, come and bring a friend! 

 

A Thank You to the Congregation 
by Jeannie Michel 

 

The Board of Trustees wishes to thank everyone who has contributed so generously to help our 
church continue to serve God and one another. Because of your generosity, we have been able to 
stay current with all of our financial obligations, and to undertake several major projects lately. 
 

Proposals and quotes were sought, considered and awarded for these projects:  
 

¨ An extensive landscaping project, consisting of removing the old trees on the curb strip, in-
stalling an in-ground irrigation system, leveling the soil and planting new grass has been done. 
B&H Landscaping of Strasburg and Grabill Plumbing of Beach City were the contractors.  The 
majority of the project cost was funded by a generous church member. The City of Dover re-
moved the old trees and will plant new ones in the spring.  

 

¨ A new digital telephone system to replace the 30-year-old system that failed awhile back is on 
order and will be installed upon arrival by Staley Communications of New Philadelphia.  

 

¨ The flat roof on our rental property occupied by Z Hair Salon is failing and will be replaced in 
November by M.E.B. Systems of Sugarcreek. 

 

¨ Dakota Tree Service will be removing overgrown pine trees and vegetation in the back yard of  
          (Continued on Page 4) 
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(Continued from Page2) 
 

the parsonage. Proposals for a fence will be considered so it can be installed after the removal work 
is complete. 
 

¨ We are touched by your generosity, and we are grateful to you.  We believe the Lord is also gen-
erous and will reward you according to 2 Corinthians 9:6-8:  “Remember this: whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” 

 
 Jeannie Michel, President; Julie Williams, Vice-President/Fiscal Officer; Karol Jones,  
 Secretary; Becky Mastin, Adrian Schaar, Matt Stephens, Bill Woodward, Dan Yeager,  
 April Yoder 

 

Ring in the Advent Season at First Moravian 
 

First Moravian Church of Dover will host Harmony Ringers for an Advent Concert in the 
sanctuary. Harmony Ringers is a highly skilled performing ensemble and is highly regarded 
in the arts community.  We are pleased to offer the concert to the congrega�on and com-
munity. Join us and invite a friend.  
 

   Who:  Harmony Ringers 
 

   Where:  First Moravian Church of Dover 
 

   When:  Saturday, December 4, 2021 
 

              4:00 p.m. 

Formed in the summer of 2011 in Canton, 
Ohio, the group provides a top quality con-
cert program under the direction of Chris-
tine Allison. This advanced choir plays a 
wide variety of literature and styles.  A 
great opportunity to ring in the season.  

 

P.S. Rev. Cynthia Rader Geyer, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries for the North-
ern Province of the Moravian Church, is a member of this group. Please join us in sup-
por�ng her role in Harmony Ringers. 
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A JOYFUL RETURN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL – On October 3, we officially began classes for the 2021-22 
Sunday School year. Teachers and students, adults and youth, familiar faces and new friends, all gath-
ered to learn and grow in our relationships with Christ and with each other. 
 
To our Youth: Welcome back! It has been a long time and we are so happy to see you again. Bring your 
energy, bring your questions, bring your friends!  
 
To our Adults: Moravians have always embraced lifelong learning. You have three opportunities to con-
tinue to learn every Sunday morning. I encourage you to try one (or all) of our adult classes to find the 
one that fits you best! 
 
To our Teachers: All 22 of you (between teachers and helpers and substitutes) have my sincere appre-
ciation. Faced with a new and different school year, new classes, new material, and a new director, you 
have embraced the challenge with enthusiasm!  
 
Let’s all support these 22 faithful sisters and brothers and join them Sunday mornings as they lead 
us in our learning. 
 
In Faith, Love, and Hope, 
Carolyn 

Faith Formation ~ Christian Education 

by Carolyn Menapace, Director of Faith Formation 

 
 

It’s not too late! Sunday School classes began in October and we are welcoming new students of 
all ages. Join us from 9:00-9:45 AM each Sunday. 

 

Pre-K to 4th Grade:  Room 212 

5th to 8th Grade:   Room 214 

9th to 12th Grade:   Youth Room 

Seeds of Faith:  Room 215 

Seekers:   Basement Kitchen 

Grounds of Faith:  Living Room 

 

Volunteer Opportunity: We are looking for individuals or couples 
who would like to lead Grounds of Faith for a 3–4-week session. 

 

     Call or text Carolyn at 330-204-7089 or email  

         christian.edu@firstmoravianchurch.org to find out more, or to volunteer! 
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CEC: Chris�an Educa�on at Christmas 

Christmas Pageant – December 19, during Worship (10 a.m.) 
Our youth will present a tradi�onal Christmas Pageant, sharing with us the story of Jesus’ birth. Watch for signups in the 
lobby, or contact Carolyn Menapace if your child(ren) up to 12th grade would like to be a part of this special event.  

Rehearsals will be Saturday, December 18, from 9-Noon in the sanctuary, and the morning of the pageant. 
 

Pajama Party – December 26, during Sunday School (9 a.m.) 
    Wear your pajamas and join us in the Social Hall as we watch a Christmas-themed video and enjoy a relaxed morning        

together following the excitement and busyness of the Christmas season. Adults are invited too! 
 

Epiphany Stars – January 2, during Sunday School (9 a.m.) 
Come prepare Epiphany as we enjoy Kings’ Cake and make different types of stars, including Moravian stars. Yes, you 
CAN make them – we will help you! All ages are invited to join us in the Social Hall. 

Our Mission, Outreach, and Fellowship  
 

2021 Helping Hand Sunday  
by Cheryl Stephens 

This year we will collect non-perishable food items the week of Nov. 15-21, on the white table in the 
lobby.  Drop off your food or personal care items during the day.  Thank you for your generosity.  On 
Sunday, November 21, you are invited to bring non-perishable food items with you to church and/or 
to place a special offering in the offering basket for Helping Hands.  Please use your special Helping 
Hand offering envelope with the border and dated November 21, 2021, (which is located in front 
of the November 21 envelope in your packet), or any other envelope and mark it for Helping 
Hand.   
 
The items you donate will be used to help replenish our food pantry and make up food baskets now 
and throughout the year.  Your special offering will add to the Helping Hand Fund which is used to 
purchase perishable and non-perishable foods and give many types of assistance to those in need, in-
cluding food baskets throughout the year. 
 
Please bring only these suggested non-perishable items.  (Those in bold print are needed more 
than the others.) 
 Cereal, oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup 
 Jelly, mustard, ketchup, peanut butter 
 Rice, noodles, plain macaroni, Mac & cheese, pasta sauce, spaghetti 
 Soup: Tomato, Mushroom, Chicken Noodle 
 Canned fruits, vegetables, potatoes 
 Chicken, or Hamburger Helper meals, dried beef, or canned chicken,  
  Spam, tuna, instant mashed potatoes, complete meals 
 Cake mixes, frosting, jello, pudding 
 Toiletries: bath soap 
 Paper towels, bath tissue, Kleenex 
Please check expiration dates on all foods.  Please DO NOT bring flour or sugar. 
           (Continued on Page7) 
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Unity Prayer Watch ~ Thursday, December 16 

   Each year we have the privilege to be in prayer for the Unity of the Moravian church.  These 
prayers stretch out over 24 provinces throughout the world.  Our date for this year will be Thurs-
day, December 16, which has been designated as Dover First’s Day of Prayer.  We will share 
these duties with our sisters and brothers in the Moravian walk from Fry’s Valley, Gnadenhutten, 
Uhrichsville, and Church of the Redeemer in Columbus.   

 

   Our time slots for Dover First are as follows: 1-2 AM; 7-11 AM; 5-6 PM; and 11-12-Midnight.  
These are really good time slots for the most part, so we should be able to fill all of them quite 
easily.  Sign-up sheets will be on the board in the foyer or you can call the church office to 
sign up beginning November 1.  I invite you to pick a time and spend some quality time away 
from all distractions and pray.  Information sheets will be available soon.  Pastor John 

(Continued from Page 6) 
If you would like to make a donation of groceries and are not attending church yet, you can drop them 
off at the church between the double doors or you can call the church office, 330-364-8831, and we 
will have someone pick them up for you. 
 
If you know of anyone, especially the elderly or a shut-in, in need of a food basket or other assistance, 
please notify the church office and our committee will use these donations to help meet those needs. 

 

Sole Purpose 
by Julie Pfeiffer 

 
The 2021 Sole Purpose team is living up to their mission statement: 
“Putting shoes on kids’ feet”. We have distributed shoe vouchers to all area 
schools and have added TCCES and St. Mary’s to our districts that we ser-
vice. We are presently getting in contact with Newcomerstown School Dis-
trict to expand into that area. This year we are participating in Share-A-
Christmas. We are plan to distribute 700 vouchers during the Share-A-
Christmas toy distribution. That’s mission-minded work. We need more 

youths involved! Please call/text 330-340-6494 (Julie) or 330-407-2471 (Daniel), and join other 
youths in the congregation in Sole Purpose. Get involved in Sole Purpose today! 
 
Beginning on Sunday, December 5, the team is happy to report they will be sponsoring the annual 
“Sock Market”. Sock sponsorship is broken down as follows: $100 for a red sock, $50 for a blue 
sock, and $30 for a yellow sock. We hope that even if you don’t make it to church to view our dis-
play and give a donation, that you will still send in your support to the church office.  

 
Also, our 2022 Pancake Breakfast is slated for Saturday, March 5. We are still deciding the for-
mat of the breakfast, but if the mask mandate is still in effect at the time of the breakfast, the 
breakfast will probably be carry-out only. So, plan to drive to the church that Saturday morning for 
breakfast, and possibly stay in your car while the youth of the congregation from Sole Purpose 
bring you pancakes in Styrofoam containers. Thank you in advance for your support! 
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Share-A-Christmas 2021 
by Lorrigan Booth 

 

 If you notice a Christmas tree in the church foyer way before Advent, the Moravian Women 
aren’t trying to rush the season! We would like to help Share-A-Christmas provide toys to families in 
need. Please take an ornament from the tree and purchase an appropriate new toy for the child indi-
cated on that ornament – each designates the child’s gender and age range. 

 Gifts, which should be unwrapped, may be left under the tree anytime up to and including 
Sunday, December 5, 2021, so that the Moravian Women may deliver them to Share-A-Christmas. 
This year they will accept only new toys, no books except coloring books with crayons, and 
no clothing or food items, in order to keep families safe and healthy. 
 If you have questions, please call Lorrigan Booth at 330.340.4702. Thank you for being a 
blessing to the children of our community!   

 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Daylight Savings Time will end on Sunday, November 7. 
Remember to set your clocks back one hour before going to bed on  

Saturday night.  Fall Back – November 6. 

 

           Tuesday, November 2 ~ Election Day – Don’t Forget to Vote 
 As Moravians we aspire to be faithful Christian citizens.  The “Moravian Covenant for Christian 
Living” states this very clearly under the section of “The Witness of a Christian Citizen”. 
 

 “Considering it a special privilege to live in a democratic society, we will faithfully fulfill the re-
sponsibilities of our citizenship, among which are intelligent and well-informed voting, a willingness 
to assume public office, guiding the decisions of government by the expression of our opinions, and 
supporting good government by our personal efforts.” 
 

 
On Tuesday, November 2, exercise your special privilege to Vote. 

             
Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons 

by Susan Corder and Marcia Harding 

 
   Watch for updates…The Moravian Women’s Advisory Board will decide  
   closer to December when the luncheons will resume for carry-out or dine-in. 
   Updates and additional information will be available in the Sunday bulletins  
   and through the One Call Now announcements.  
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Sugar Cake Baking Begins! 

Tuesday & Wednesday ~ November 16 & 17 – Price $5.00 each 

 

Sugar Cakes will be sold five times this year by the Moravian Women to help continue their mission 
of making a difference in the lives of God’s people here and abroad.  The Moravian Women Adviso-
ry Board is asking for your help in increasing our sales.  Talk to your neighbors, friends, rela-
tives, and co-workers.  This year free delivery will once again be available for orders of 4 cakes or 
more and the order is placed prior to Tuesday’s baking.  Place your order by calling Susan Paden, 
330-364-7101, and to offer help with mixing and baking, call Shirley Thompson (330-343-3972).    
 

  Additional baking dates are as follows: 
 

   December 14 & 15, 
       ~ for 2022 ~ 
 February 15 & 16, March 15 & 16, April 19 & 20 

 

We hope you will participate in these activities.  Take time to enjoy the fun and fellowship.  Again we 
thank you for your continued support and look forward to another year of serving the Lord together 
in Ministry. 

 

    Moravian Women Christmas Party 
      by Lorrigan Booth 

   Thursday, December 9, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
                       All Moravian Women are invited to the Christmas Party 

which will be held on Thursday, December 9, 2021,  
at 6:00 p.m. in the  Social Hall. We look forward to enjoying a lovely even-
ing of food, fellowship, and festivity in celebration of our Lord Jesus’ birth. 

Thank You Notes! 

 
Pamela and Violet Schmitzer wish to 
thank everyone for their prayers for  
6-week-old granddaughter/great-
granddaughter, Sara Schmitzer, who was  
hospitalized for 8 days with 
RSV.  She is now home, 
healthy and happy,  
thanks to prayer. 

 
Many Thanks to the  
Moravian Women 

  
  Many thanks to the la 

dies who prepared and delivered the delicious 
“Lovefeast Meals”  recently.  Many hands 
helped to make this all happen.  And…They ar
rived at just the right time…lunch time.  We are 
indeed blessed by your kindness and so are 
many others.              
   Members and Friends of  
   Dover First Moravian 
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Special thanks to the ladies w ho prepare the m eals for the older  mem bers of 
the congregation.  They do a fantastic job and the food is so good.  Also, thank you to the 
guys who help out with the deliveries! 
                                                                        Nancy Smith 

 
A Prayer to Thank You 

        May God, whose love is everywhere,  
         bless you every day 

                     for your kindness shown to others. 
 
Thank You… 
 
…to the One Call Now Prayer Chain Members and Friends for all the prayers  
    and concerns for my nephew and his family.  The prayers have been a  
    blessing. 
                       
…to the Prayer Shawl Ministry Team for the beautiful knit shawl which was  
    made by Marilyn Rainsberger and given recently for my nephew, David.   
    What an outpouring of love, prayers, and kindness.  It was totally  
    unexpected.  Thank you so much. 
  

May God bless each of you, 
Karen Baker  

 
Sincere Thanks and Appreciation to the members and friends 
who sent cards or E-mails, called the church office, contributed to a Love 
offering, dropped off cards and/or gifts, Ben Heggy’s Chocolates, flowers, 
and/or stopped by the church to visit and enjoy refreshments on Tuesday, 
September 28.  Special thanks to the Board of Trustees for the reception 
and the beautifully engraved wind chime, ‘“Listen to the wind and know 
that I am near”, Thank you for 30 years Karen, Sept. 2021.” And last but not least…Thank you to the 
Moravian Women Advisory Board for the elegantly engraved butterfly cutting board from Warther Cut
lery, “The Lord shows His love for us through special people like you!” Thank you! I am truly blessed to 
work for such a loving church family.  Thank you so much.  Your thoughtfulness for “Employee Recogni
tion” was deeply appreciated.  May your kindness be returned to you in the form of God’s abundant 
blessings. 

      In Appreciation, 
      Karen Baker, Administrative Assistant 

      First Moravian Church of Dover 
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    Our Deepest Sympathy 
  
 You are in our thoughts and prayers,  
 May the love of friends comfort you at this time. 
  
 Our sympathy and prayers are extended… 
 

…to the Earl Johnson family.  Earl passed away on Wednesday, September 1, 2021, at  
   the age of 101.  He was our oldest member here at the First Moravian Church of Dover, Ohio.   
   A graveside service was held on Saturday, September 4, in Dover Burial Park with Pastor John 
   Wallace officiating.  Memorial donations can be made to the First Moravian Church of Dover,  
   Music Department, 319 N. Walnut Street, Dover, OH  44622 or Community Hospice, 716  
   Commercial Ave., SW, New Philadelphia, OH 44663. 
 
…to the Laura Mobley and Sharyn and Jim Dusenberry families on the death Thursday,  
   September 2, of Laura’s son and Sharyn and Jim’s grandson, Zachary Wright, age 22.   
   Zach was also a great-grandson of Earl Johnson.  Funeral services were held on Sept. 9,   
   at Geib Funeral Center in Dover with Pastor John Wallace officiating.  Inurnment was at  
   Dover Burial Park. 
 
…to Beth and Steve Rondinella and family on the death of Beth’s sister, Lori Mitchell- 
   Frazier, of Laura, Ohio, who passed away on Wednesday, September 15.  Lori was 63. 
 
…to Suzanne Rinderknecht and family on the death of Suzanne’s daughter, Deborah  
   Rinderknecht, on Oct. 3, 2021, in Johnstown, PA.  Deborah was a sister to Joan Hill  
   and a niece to Jane Schooff.  Pastor John Wallace officiated at Deborah’s graveside  
   service on Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021, in Dover Burial Park. 
 
...to the Mary Lou Lahmers family.  Mary Lou passed away on Monday, October 18, 2021. 
   Pastor John Wallace will officiate at Mary Lou’s private graveside service in Dover Burial Park.     
   Memorial contributions may be made to the First Moravian Church of Dover. 

 
New Addresses 
Friendly Reminder:  Please keep the church office informed of  

new addresses, college addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail 
addresses.  Thank you. 



                      

                    Upcoming Events: 

November 14 ~ Holy Communion & 
Change Can Make a Difference 

November 21 ~ Helping Hand Sunday 
December 5 ~ Sole Purpose Sock Market begins, 

and Share-a-Christmas deadline 
December 16 ~ Unity Prayer Watch and much, much more. 

Read all about these events and our Advent season  
and what we have planned. 

~~~~~ 

You can also join me for an  

Online Zoom Bible Study.   

Call the church office and we will e-mail the link to you. 

~~~~~ 
Additional information on our Christmas Eve services will be in future 
bulletins and a letter to the congregation coming soon in your mailbox. 

Pastor John 

 

First Moravian Church 
319 North Walnut Street 
Dover  OH  44622-2943 
 
Change Service Requested 
 
 
 

 

 

Church Office & One Call Now: 
 330-364-8831  
Worship Services:  Nov.-May  
     Sunday, Nov. 7 ~ 8 & 10 a.m. 
     Sundays ~ 10:00 a.m. and 
          Online Worship Service   
Sunday School:  
     Sept.-May ~ 9:00 a.m.  
Pastor:  John B. Wallace 
 Office: 330-364-8831 
 Home: 330-343-2719 
 
 
 
 
Administra�ve Assistant: 
     Karen Baker  
 Director of Music:  
     G. Randall Gibbs   
 Director of Faith Forma�on: 
     Carolyn Menapace   
 Custodian: 
     Sam Paden 
 
 
 
Church Office: 330-364-8831 
Web-Site: www.doverfirstmora- 
vianchurch.org 


