
   
Mustard Seed 
by Pastor John B. Wallace 

 

 As we enter the fall season, we are praying for, and hoping to see, a 
new spirit among us as we begin this year of ministry.  As you read the 
articles, ideas and items in the newsletter, let me leave a little mustard 
seed thought for you.  What did you “binge on last year”? 
 During those pandemic days, of which we certainly are not out of 
yet as the new delta strain rises, our family watched “The Repair Shop”.  
We did not binge on this Netflix British show.  We just watched it.  En-
joyed it. Learned from it.  As I shared with the staff in an extended “Staff 
Huddle” last month, “The Repair Shop” motto teaches us not to just toss 
things out, but to repair these  meaningful, beautiful items and restore 
them for the next generation.   
 That is what we, your staff shepherds, desire to do.  We will follow 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in prayer and in planning too, as the motto 
of the “Repair Show” rings: “We resurrect, revive and rejuvenate” the flock 
and community entrusted to our care.   
 We will need you to rise up and join us in this restoration process, 
even in the midst of a lingering disease of COVID-19.  We can and we will 
restore and rebuild areas of this fantastic and faithful flock!   We know 
that God still leads us onward.  Pastor John  

2021 Congregational Watchword: 
Do as the occasion demands: for God 
is with you. 1 Samuel 10:7 NKJV 

 

Our Mission Statement: 
  L - Lead all people to Jesus Christ. 
 O - Obey God’s Commands. 
 V - Value and nurture spiritual 

growth. 
 E - Encourage Christian service. 
 

Our Motto: 
  In Essentials: Unity; 
  In Non-Essentials: Liberty; 
  In All Things: Love. 
 

Jesus makes my heart rejoice. 
I’m His sheep and know His voice. 
He’s a shepherd, kind and gracious; 
And His pastures are delicious. 
Constant love to me He shows; 
Yea, my very name He knows. 
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Worship Gatherings 

Join us for a special  
“Labors of Love” Sunday, Sept.5 

 You and your family are invited to the church family picnic on 
the top of Deis Hill.  The service begins at 9:30 a.m.  The Elders are 
providing the meal for you which will include hot dogs and burgers 
grilled by Tim Matheny.  We will have the golf cart Uber drivers avail-
able for your convenience.  We have lined up some wonderfully talented 
people to sing for us, including Josh Compton, Joe Compton and oth-
ers.  The children in 2nd grade will receive their Bibles and a special 
event is prepared for them.  Also, a new feature includes a new resident 
artist to paint a Labor Day painting for us. Tim Sidel will be our fea-
tured artist that day.  Bring the whole family.  Invite friends.  Bring 
your lawn chair or a cushion for the concrete theater seats and enjoy 
the morning with us.  

 That evening, during the “End of Summer” celebration for Dover, 
the city is sponsoring a “Celebration Homecoming Day” for our own 
Hunter Armstrong.  More memories in the making, I want you to be a 
part of them at the corner of Walnut and 4th Streets.  More local details 
to come.  P.J.  
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Welcome Back to… 
 On Sunday, September 12, we will return to two worship services and our 
faith formation classes for all ages.  We have so much in the works. Pray for Car-
olyn and the members as they find positive ways to lead the young lives and adult 
lives entrusted to their care.   I invite you to wade into the stream and join in on the 
action.  This could be an amazing year of congregational rejuvenation with your faith-
ful presence, enthusiasm, contributions, talents and volunteerism.  Come, see and be 
with us this year!      

 The Elders will reinstall the 8:00 a.m. early service on a trial basis.  The test trial will last 
from 9/12/21 to 10/31/21.  Mary Lou Keener will be the pianist.    If the 8 a.m. service can con-
stantly hold an average attendance of 25 people in the in-person worship service or more, the ser-
vice will continue to be provided.  The Elders will look at the numbers at their 11/2/21 Elders 
meeting.  If this service time and style of worship is import for you, all I can say is – attend and wor-
ship.  Bring your friends and members to come and be there with God.  
 Sunday School and Faith Formation will begin at 9:00 a.m. and last 45 minutes each day 
for Christian education for all ages.  See the articles in the newsletter from Carolyn Menapace.   

 Our second worship service will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctuary.  P.J. 

 

 

Sunday, October 10th – 9:00 AM 
 

Historic Schoenbrunn Village 
 

 

You are invited as the Tuscarawas County Moravian Churches of Dover, Fry’s Valley, Gnadenhutten, 
Schoenbrunn and Uhrichsville join together in a day to Learn, Worship, Serve, and Picnic. 

Our ‘town criers” will welcome you and help you choose one of several opportunities for all ages to learn in 
various village buildings.  

School House  18th Century Sunday School (Youth to 6th Grade) 
Jungman Cabin Racial Justice Discussion (7th to 12th Grade) 
Zeisberger Cabin Moravian Mission & Service in Tuscarawas Co. 
Abraham Cabin The Schoenbrunn Mission 
Davis Cabin  October 10th Lectionary Study 
Church   John Valentine Haidt, Moravian Painter 

 

We will join together to worship in the peaceful setting of the village church at 10:00 AM. 

From 10:30 AM to noon there will be multiple ways to serve throughout the village for those who are able,  
an indoor seated project for those who prefer, and a fun scavenger hunt led by Village Volunteer  

Pastor John Wallace to occupy our youngest guests.  
 

Bring your own picnic basket and we will gather at noon at the tables near the village entrance  
to enjoy a time of faithful fall fellowship. 

Please dress accordingly, the event will go on rain or shine.  
Wear work or casual clothes – boots, gloves, etc. are encouraged. 
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MANY THANKS to all of you for the warm welcome to the Do-
ver First Family! It’s been wonderful getting to know so many 
of you the last six weeks and I look forward to meeting more of 
you in the coming weeks and months.  

I love seeing all of the visitors to the office throughout the week. My office hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and please feel free to visit me then. Of course, I welcome phone calls, 
texts and emails any time! (cell: 330-204-7089 / email: christian.edu@firstmoravianchurch.org) 

This fall we gladly welcome the return of many faith-forming opportunities and we will see some new ones 
as well . . . intergenerational Rally Days, Sunday School classes, Bible studies on Zoom and on a hilltop and 
poolside, and a day to join with other Moravians in learning, worshipping, serving and picnicking. I hope to 
see you there! 

Let’s be thankful, be excited, and be fully present with each other in these moments. Whether we are teach-
ers or students, we are all helping each other learn and grow in our relationship with Christ when we invest 
the time to share our faith. 

In Faith, Love, and Hope, 

Carolyn 

Faith Formation ~ Christian Education 
by Carolyn Menapace, Director of Faith Formation 

 

It’s almost time!  The Christian Education Committee, Pastor John Wallace, and Director of Faith For-
mation, Carolyn Menapace, are making plans for the upcoming Sunday School year. Now all we need is 
you!   

We’re looking for teachers of all age groups who are ready to: 

¨ Join a team of 3-4 teachers to lead one class 

¨ Start October 3rd and conclude May 22nd 

¨ Teach 7-8 weeks followed by a 3-4 week “rest” 

¨ Teach a total of 15-18 Sundays within the 37-week Sunday School year 

We will provide curriculum, lesson plans, activities, crafts, and supplies. Our students need you to share 
your faith, love and time! 

Call or text Carolyn at 330-204-7089 or email christian.edu@firstmoravianchurch.org to find out more, or 
to volunteer! 

 
We’re so excited for Sunday School that we’re having not one, but three Rally Days this fall! 

Members and friends of all ages are encouraged to join us in an Olympic Trinity  

from 9:00–9:45 AM each Sunday in the Social Hall to learn about a scripture passage,  

enjoy a craft or activity & engage in a time of sharing: 

Sep. 12th  “Lighting the Flame” 

Sep 19th “Running the Race” 

Sep 26th “Carrying the Cross” 

Classes for all age groups begin Sunday, October 3rd.   

Watch for more details! 
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Confirmation Classes Will Restart in September 
by Pastor John 

 Our Confirmation Class gears back up with our first class on September 13, at 
7:00 p.m. at the church.  We will begin our study of the Bible and the key figures of the 
faith.  We will meet in Room 213 for 7, 8 and 9th graders.  Our next discipleship event is at 
the Dover/Philly Food Pantry on Sept. 30, from 5-7:00 p.m.  See you all soon.  Pastor John 

Hill Toppers Prayer Group 
by Pastor John B. Wallace 

 The Hill Toppers came out of the pandemic days of 2020 and are still relevant to the 2021 pan-
demic days we now face.  We will gather on a series of Wednesday mornings (Sept. 1, 8, 22 & 29 
and Oct. 6) for study, prayer, lunch and community.  The fall focus will be on “The Colors of our 
Prayers”.  It will be a wonderful study and prayer time complete with crayons and creativity.  Brown 
bag lunch, on you, too. 

 
 

Porch Visits Remain in Place For Now 
Visitation ministry is something I have done throughout my long call-
ing in serving the church.  I have always enjoyed going to people’s 
homes, hearing their stories, sharing in their faith and helping them 
sort through the joys, frustrations and pains of living an abundant 
Godly life.   

 This fall I will continue coming to parishioner’s homes by invi-
tation only - on Porch Visit Fridays.  Yes, I realize that the COVID 
variant is on the rise, but in order to keep you safe, calm and comfort-
able for everyone, I am willing to come to your home – meet you on the 

porch or some other well ventilated place and we can watch the fall leaves change together,  
pray to the Creator, and be the children of God.  So call up and make your appointment to 
see me today.   P.J.    

 
Zippy, Zesty, Moravian Zoom Class 

 Our ZZMZ class began on August 24, at 10:00 a.m. from 
the comfort of your own laptop computer setting.  This class devel-
oped during last year’s pandemic days will continue forth.  Our 
study called “Action Adventure” will take us on an in-depth look 
at the book of Acts.  We will study, discover, ponder, learn and 
grow from the “actions” of the apostles on their amazing adven-
tures in those post Jesus days.  Again, please contact the church office if you would like 
to be in the course.  We can then send you the link.  P.J. 
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Our Mission, Outreach, and Fellowship  

 

 

 

 

 

Dress-A-Child has once again been cancelled. The Sole Purpose group has decided to give vouchers 
to Share-A-Christmas instead. We plan to hand out vouchers to qualifying families during their toy 
distribution. We are increasing the age limit to qualify for a voucher during Share-A-Christmas to in-
clude children up to 12 years of age. We decided to give around 700 vouchers to Share-A-Christmas. 
Our vouchers still are worth $30 for a pair of shoes at The Shoe Dept. in New Towne Mall.  
 

We plan to distribute vouchers to the area school districts, which include Dover, New Philadelphia, 
Claymont, Indian Valley, Tusky Valley, and Strasburg. We hope to increase distribution in 2022 to 
include TCCES and other Catholic area elementary schools and Newcomerstown.  We distribute 5 
vouchers to each elementary school in the school district. We hope to distribute vouchers at least 
twice during the school year.  
 

Once again, thank you to our church family for continued support as we work to put shoes on the 
feet of children in need in Tuscarawas County.  

Many blessings, 

The Sole Purpose Team 

 

The Replacements 
This small group has 
only one require-
ment...you must have 
had a joint replacement 
in your life.  If you have, 
then come join us at the 
First Moravian Church 

of Dover.  Yes, we take people with new 
hips, shoulders, knees, and legs to a level of 
titanium fun. 

   Our next meeting will be at Mary Zifer’s 
Pizza on Friday, September 3, from 11:30 
to 1:00 p.m. for lunch and fellowship.  
Here we will eat good food, laugh, pray, and 
enjoy life together with artificial joints. 

 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
by Beverly Sears and Edith Santee 

  

   The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
is celebrating its 17th year 
this September. We would 
love to have members, new 
members, and friends join us.    

   If you know of someone in 
need of a prayer shawl, please 

let us know. 

   Join us in the church living room usually 
the first Sunday afternoon of each month 
at 1:00.  However, our September meeting 
will be the second Sunday, September 12, 
due to the Labor Day weekend being the first 
Sunday.     

   We have a lot of fun and would love to fill 
the living room with members knitting and 
crocheting. Come join in the fun! 
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Moravian Women 
by Susan Corder and  

Marcia Harding 

   

Sugar Cake Baking 
September and October sugar cake baking has been CANCELLED. 
Watch the Sunday bulletins and the newsletters for information 

on future dates for baking. 

  

 
Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons  

The Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons scheduled 
for Friday, September 10 and for October 1 
have been CANCELLED.   
 

Watch for future notices regarding the dates 
of upcoming luncheons. 

    Soup Sale for 2022  

Orders for quarts of soup will be taken on Sunday, January 16 and 23.  

 Please pick up your soup order on Sunday, January 30. 
       Cost: TBA 

 As always, we thank you very much for all the support you provide for  

these successful outreach events. 

 

 

 

Moravian Women Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 9, at 6:00 p.m. 

Additional information will be in the November/December 
newsletter and Sunday bulletins. 
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Thank You Notes! 

A special note of thanks…straight from my heart. 
 

Dear Pastor Wallace and Staff: 
   Thank you so much for remembering me in the service you held at Deis Hill for my 100th birth-
day.  I know that this was a lot of work for you and your staff.  It meant so much to me. 
   I also want to thank all the church members who participated in the service.  So many members 
sent cards and E-mails with their memories and birthday wishes.  Each one was appreciated. 
   I miss and cherish my church family. 
   Again, many thanks. 
   In Christian love, 
   Edith Paulus 

 
  Thanks to all w ho sent food, flow ers,   

  cards or made visits during my recent heart  

  procedure.  I am so blessed to be part of such  

  a loving and caring congregation. 
   
                                                Joyce Watkins 

 
              To Pastor John and Cheryl Wallace,  

    Paul and Sue Ellen Hoffman,  
    Tom and Karen Armstrong, and  
    Dick and Marilyn Rainsberger, a heartfelt thank you.  
To Karen Baker and the rest of the congregation at Dover First,  
      you will never know the uplift you have given me.  Though my  

                            journey is long, I know you will be there as a family for me. 
 

Gwen Floyd 

 

 Church Family, 
 
 Thank you so much for the card shower! It was perfect timing as  
 I have recently learned my journey is going to get a little tougher.   
 It definitely lifted my spirits! 
 
                                      Love, 

                                        Hallie McGlumphy 

 
“We are so blessed…” 

 

      Thank you to all the ladies who  
   prepare and deliver the delicious   
   “Lovefeast Meals” throughout the  
   year.  May your kindness be  
   returned to you. 
 

Members & Friends of Dover First 
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New Addresses: 
 
Friendly Reminder:  Please keep the church office informed of new addresses, telephone numbers,  
     and e-mail addresses.  

 
************************************** 

 
Parents of College Graduates: Don’t forget to update your son or daughter’s current mailing 
address, telephone number, and e-mail address with the church office, so we can keep in 
touch and send them news and information on upcoming events from their church family! 
 
 

The church office currently needs mailing addresses for the following college graduates:  
 
 

 Jake Armstrong, Katy Duncan, Morgan Everett, Gracen Gerbig,  
 Ellie Rondinella, and Zachary Wilson 
 
 Parents, please contact the church office so we can update the church directory.   
   ~ Thank you. 
 

*********************************** 
 

 
Parents of current College Students:  Please update your daughter 
or son‛s current mailing address for college, telephone number, and e-mail 
address with the church office.  We would like to keep in touch and send 
them news and information on upcoming events from their church family.   

 
 

Mailing addresses are needed for the following:  
 

 Ashley Brown, Zak Hoop, Alyson McCarthy, Rachel Paden, Nathan Wilson,  
 Hunter Armstrong, Becca Duncan, Will Everett, Nathan Pfeiffer, Mattie Walter,  
 Tommy Keener, Skyanna Minor, Allison Brown, Jenna Walter, Spencer Stanley,  
 Alex Swartzentruber, Noah Randazzo, Connor Everett, Emma Stanley,  
 Sadie Keener, Elizabeth Burrell 
 
 

If we have omitted any college graduates or current college students,  
please let the church office know.  Thank you. 





    

         Holy Communion in October: 

     World Communion will be observed on  
                    Sunday, October 3,  

                                      at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 
         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
   A River always moves and changes, never staying the same.   
   Something for all of us to consider as we canoe this fluid river of life. 
 

First Day and Last Day 
 

  Eternal God, my Father, help me to live today in  
  joyous wonder and gratitude, as if it were the first day  
  I had ever seen.  And may I live this day responsibly,  
  intensely and meaningfully, as if it were my last day on  
  earth.  Amen.   
     by Harold E. Kohn 

   What will we discover as we paddle our red canoe this fall? 
 
   Godspeed, 
   Pastor John 

 

First Moravian Church 
319 North Walnut Street 
Dover  OH  44622-2943 
 
Change Service Requested 
 
 
 

 

 

 Church Office & One Call Now: 
 330-364-8831  
 Worship Services: 
     Sept.-Oct.:  
     Sundays ~ 8:00 & 10:00  a.m. 
     Online Worship Service  
 Sunday School: 
     Sept.-May ~  9:00 a.m.         
 Pastor:  John B. Wallace 
 Office: 330-364-8831 
 Home: 330-343-2719 
 
 
 
  
Administra�ve Assistant: 
     Karen Baker  
 Director of Music:  
     G. Randall Gibbs   
 Director of Faith Forma�on:     
     Carolyn Menapace   
 Custodian: 
     Sam Paden 
 
 
 
  
Web-Site: www.doverfirstmora-  
  vianchurch.org 


