
 

2021 Congregational Watchword: 
Do as the occasion demands: for God 
is with you. 1 Samuel 10:7 NKJV 

 

Our Mission Statement: 
  L - Lead all people to Jesus Christ. 
 O - Obey God’s Commands. 
 V - Value and nurture spiritual 

growth. 
 E - Encourage Christian service. 
 

Our Motto: 
  In Essentials: Unity; 
  In Non-Essentials: Liberty; 
  In All Things: Love. 
 

Jesus makes my heart rejoice. 
I’m His sheep and know His voice. 
He’s a shepherd, kind and gracious; 
And His pastures are delicious. 
Constant love to me He shows; 
Yea, my very name He knows. 

First Moravian Church 
319 North Walnut St. 

Dover, OH 44622 
330-364-8831 
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     God Still Leads - 2021 
 The theme selected by the Board of Elders 
certainly has given us true direction as we enter 
life after the fading pandemic.  Even during 

COVID-19, we kept reminding you that God was in control and we 
would lead and grow from this historical moment.   We were living 
history in real time and something that will affect us for many 
years to come.   

 God still leads, even as we try to stabilize our Christian foun-
dation, even as we kindle a new fire and spirit within our congre-
gation, even as we recharge our boards, committees, leadership 
and teams in the church, and even as we reach out to others and 
grow the church through prayer, purpose and people – God still 
leads.   

 Let us not complain and mourn for the past, but persist in 
creating a better world and life for others.  This summer, our 
church family also enters a time of staff challenges, changes, re-
newals and a new addition: Faith Formation Director, a brand 
new position for our church family and staff team.    

 Join me this summer, as we strengthen and reestablish our 
critical place and poignant purpose on the corner of Walnut and 
4th Street.  Today, join me, as we rise up and place Jesus and this 
flock at a more optimal place in your “day planner”.     
 The sun may be setting on the pandemic, but this church is 
on the rise, “as we love our Lord with every fiber of our being and 
our neighbor as ourselves.”  Join me.  Build with me.  Follow me, 
because we know it is God who still leads.  PJ  

by John B. Wallace 

 

What Did “COVID-19” Give You? 
 

 COVID-19 may have taken a lot out of us, but that was last 
year.  This year we will know it to be a better year.  As I look back 
over the inconveniences, struggles, disappointments, challenges 
and changes, God still found ways to give back to us.  COVID-19 
gave us some challenges, but God made us take the challenge and 
learn from the moment.  Positive life lessons emerged as well. 
  

¨ God gave us more time with our family. 
¨ God gave us more creativity and flexibility. 

       (Continued on Page 2)  
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(Cont. from Page1) 
¨ God gave us back the outdoors (God never really took it away in the first place.). 
¨ God gave us “Brady Bunch” zoom zones. 
¨ God gave us silliness, flashes of online humor. 
¨ God gave us more chances for cooking and gardening.  
¨ God gave us an awaking to racism and political divisions in our country. 
¨ God gave us thankfulness for essential workers and health care leaders.  
¨ God gave us our prayer life back, our worship life back, our study time back, and  

  our service time back.  
 

 In the end, we learned that most of the items that God gave back to us, were there the 
whole time.  We simply neglected to pay enough attention and time to seize such good mo-
ments.   

 God still leads. God gave us each other.  And the greatest gift of this whole unpleasant 
year far outweighs the stuff, the vacations, the events, our work, our passions. It was the gift 
of each other!  People matter most.    

 God gave us a much deeper appreciation for the simple moments of human connection 
to one another and the Lord.    And maybe, just maybe, that might be the deepest of the les-
sons to learn.  Slow down and appreciate the present, simple moments of God with us and 
we, with one another.  Pastor John  

 

Mask Up – Heal Up – Boost Up - Back Up – Be Up  
 

 Have we turned the corner?  Mostly. Can we see the finish line? Sort of.  Will we 
make it?  God willing.  We have turned the corner and some�me soon we will break the 
ribbon at the end of the marathon; however, this is s�ll a virus, which changes, morphs, 
and corrupts persistently.     
 We have learned to “layer up” to keep others safe.  We will find new ways to help 
keep other’s safe and sound.  As we enter this summer, we will begin to see a new normal 
emerge.  Like the caterpillar emerging from it chrysalis, we too will emerge from the summer, entering the fall 
differently.  God s�ll leads us through to the finish line.  PJ 

 

Ten Years Later 
 

   Can you believe it!?  This year marks the 10th anniversary of the community chalk walk.  It seems 
like just a couple of years ago I had bounced this idea off of Jud Compton, the principal 
at East Elementary School, about replicating this project.  Well, we are heading into our 
10th year of reminding the community “the Arts Still Matter”.    People, crafts, arts and 
entertainment provide for the community a relief, a break, a few hours of grace from our 
work and our life struggles.    We certainly have learned this during our COVID-19 pan-
demic days, that yearning to get out and “do something” was very strong.   

 
   This year, I need you to help with the Chalk Walk by being “flexible”.  So here is what I can tell you. 
 

Date: Friday, May 14  
Time: 8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.  
Place: Dover Avenue School   

 
   Talk to me if you would like to be a part of some good clean fun.  Pastor John 
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Where in the World Is James Montgomery? 
by G. Randall Gibbs 

 

Well, he is not here at First Moravian, but his words are in the hymno-
dy that we offer as praise to our Lord and Savior.  As Moravians, we be-
lieve that God speaks to us through His word and we speak to Him 
through hymns and spiritual songs. On Sunday, May 2nd, at 9:30 a.m. 
the texts of Montgomery will be used in unique and diverse ways, ena-
bling the texts to speak to the heart. Montgomery, a son of Moravian 
missionaries, was a prolific poet and hymn writer. As a congregation, 
we often sing the texts, but do not know the story of the composer and 
the inspiration of the texts. We are setting aside this worship service to 
acknowledge our Moravian musical heritage and the gifts of James 
Montgomery. We encourage you to join in this service and experience 
music that reflects our thoughts and theology. WE SING OUR FAITH! 

Stand Up and Bless the 
Lord 

Singing Our Faith 
The Hymns of  

James Montgomery 
(1771-1854) 

 
 

“On Eagles’ Wings Celebration” 
 

 On Sunday, May 2, as we celebrate the music of James Montgomery, 
a Moravian English hymn writer and musician, we will have the honor and 
privilege to celebrate with Garrett Wassem and his family.  Garrett will be 
receiving his “Eagle Scout” award during the morning worship service.  
Did you realize that less than ten percent of those participants in the 
Scouting program reach the peak of Eagle Scout?  (Under the solid leader-
ship of Scout Master Dean Sudduth for 20 years, Troop 99, hosted by our 
church family, had a very robust program.)  I do not know how many Eagle 
Scouts we have in our current congregation or went through our troop, but 
I know that Garrett will be the third one achieving this status since I ar-
rived in the fall of 2009.  Previous Eagle Scouts include Andrew Burrell and 
Brandon Korns. 

 A special invitation is extended to the current Eagle scouts in our congrega-
tion.  Make every effort to come to this outstanding moment of accomplishment in Gar-
rett’s life.  By the way, the church directly benefited by Garrett’s eagle project.  Our mini-
patio and benches gathering spot by the side entry into the church basement was Gar-
rett’s project.  We are grateful for the good work from the troop and the Wassem family.  
Pastor John 

 

Porch Visits Return 
 
Starting on Friday,  May 7, the porch visits return to our flock.  
Pastor John is having “porch visits” on Friday afternoons this sum-
mer once again.  Simply call the church office and make an appoint-
ment.  Pastor John would love to visit you at your home, safe and 
sound on your porch. Share. Talk. Connect. 
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Our Spring Brushstrokes Art Class 
 

Speaking of art, painting and more, on Wednesday, 
June 2, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the church, Pastor 
John will be leading our “Brushstrokes” class.  Rain 
date is Thursday, June 3, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. This 
time we will be painting outdoors in the fresh air.  
“Plain air” is what the art world calls this.  A sunflower 
theme on slate for your porch will be our project.  
Come and join us as we laugh, improve our skills, 

learn techniques and enjoy the fellowship.  We know the arts still make life 
a little better, and so do you.  Reservations: Sign-up in the church office 
and pay the cost of $5.00 per person. There is a limit of 10 people.  Sign 
up early! 

 

Worship on Deis Hill 
“Kick off the Summer: Hit the Hill” 

 

Date: Sunday, June 6 
Time: 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

Special Music Provided by: Josh Compton and friends 
Place: Deis Hill Pavilion 

 
Bring a picnic lunch and stay for fellowship.  Drinks will be provided by the board. 

 
 After worship on top of the hill, you are welcome to remain for a conversation with 
friends and the flock.   
 We will have “Uber” drivers in the golf carts to marshal you about the grounds as need-
ed.  Bring the whole family and enjoy the morning with us.   
 Should the weather not be kind to us – with liquid sunshine – we will gather at church 
in the sanctuary as normal.   

 

Annual Church Council 
 Sunday, May 16 

 

 Annual Church Council will be  
Sunday, May 16, immediately after the  
morning worship service in the sanctuary. 
We will elect leadership for the boards and 
flock.  In addition, we will look at other 
items for the good of the church family. 

 

Pentecost Holy Communion  
& Graduation Sunday 
May 23 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 We will observe Pentecost Holy Com-
munion and also honor our high school 
and college graduates on Sunday, May 23. 
Bring your family and friends! 
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New Members Sunday, June 6 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service at Deis Hill 

 

 The First Moravian Church of Dover will be receiving new 
members into our congregation on Sunday, June 6, at the 
9:30 a.m. worship service on Deis Hill.  If you are interested 
in joining our church family, please contact the church office 
by May 16, so that a meeting with Pastor John can be set up 
prior to joining the church. 

Christian Education  

                          
 
 
 
 

 via Zoom 
           

Ohio Moravian Cooperative 
Online Faith Formation Program 

 

Each Sunday, April 11-May 23, from 4-5 p.m. 
Growing in God’s Love  

Grades K-5 and Grades 6-12  
      

   Dover First, Fry’s Valley, Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrunn, Sharon and Uhrichsville have 
joined together to provide a seven-week program centered on “Parables Jesus Taught” for 
grades K-5 and “Justice” for grades 6-12. 

 

     There are 41 registered with eight being from Dover First: 

       Emma Seats, Mia Seats, Anja Seats, Landon Kutcher, Leah Kutcher,  
    Jason Perkowski, Tristan Yackey, and Caden Yackey. 
     Janie Miller and Leslie Seats are the Dover First coordinators.   
  We are so blessed to have volunteers who stepped up to help with this program...Touching 
young lives who will remember for years to come the learning that took place and the fun ac-
tivities that were shared each week.  Our thanks to all the people who helped with this new 
online Sunday School program for our youth.  
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Fellowship  

 

“I Have a Dinner Suggestion” 
 Let us help our fellow Moravian church families.  I would invite you to come and support 
either of these meal ministries for you.  Both churches provide a wonderful meal at a most 
reasonable price. Come early – they are known to sell out fast.  Pastor John 

 

Dinner on the Run 
Thursday, May 6  
Uhrichsville Moravian Church  
4-6:00 p.m.  

Pick up your dinner - only $8 for a homemade ham loaf dinner with parsley potatoes, green 
beans, roll, and dessert! Pre-ordering is not required, but you may call ahead to ensure avail-
ability: 740-922-0886 

 

Food on the Fly 
Wednesday, May 12  
Schoenbrunn Community Church 
4:30 p.m.—6 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  

The Cost will be $8.  
Please contact Floyd Swinderman at 330-343-8122 if you have any questions. 

  

 

Our Thanks and Appreciation… 

 
…to Dan Harding, Steve and Julie Williams,  

     April and Dave Yoder, Don Richardson, Pastor John,   
     and Sam Paden for cleaning up and spreading mulch  
     to spruce up the church flower beds.  Great job!   
     Many hands make light work!      
  ...Special thanks to the Older Servants: Shirley, Sheila, Sue, Jane, and Nancy  
      for providing doughnuts for the workers.  The doughnuts were delicious and  
      a great way to serve others!  Thanks ladies. 

 
…to Steve Brown for updating our One Call Now system to include more members 

who wish to stay up-to-date on church news. 
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Other Items of Interest 

  

A Birthday Card Shower 
 

Edith Paulus, a member of our congrega�on and formerly of Dover, Ohio, will celebrate her 
100th birthday on June 14, 2021.  She currently lives in Tennessee with one of her daughters.  
Please send a card and/or le� er to help her celebrate by sharing your memories and apprecia-
�on.  It will be a great blessing!  Cards may be mailed to the following address: 
 

   Edith Paulus 
   4526 Planters Ridge Drive NW 
   Cleveland, TN  37312-1767 

Thank You Notes & This & That 

 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are extended… 
 

   …to Earl Johnson and family on the death of Earl’s sister, Kathryn Heldt, 98, of New 
Philadelphia, Ohio.  Kathryn passed away on April 7.  A service celebrating 
Kathryn’s life was held outside in the Sharon Moravian Church Cemetery on 
Monday, April 12, at 1:30 p.m. with Rev. Lloyd Gooden officiating. Memorial 
contributions can be made to Sharon Moravian Church Memorial Fund,      
4776 Moravian Church Road SE, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663. 

Thank You! 
Joe and I would like to thank Pastor John and my church family for all the 
prayers, cards, calls, visits and meals while I have been recovering from my 
knee replacement surgery and two subsequent hospitalizations.  Your kind-
ness and concern is greatly appreciated! 

       Bev Antonelli 

 

NEW ADDRESSES 
Friendly Reminder:  Please keep the church office informed of new addresses, telephone numbers, and 
      e-mail addresses.   
 
     Stay Connected… 
 
 
Remember there are several ways to stay connected with your church family: 
 
You can receive the bi-monthly newsletter by submitting your E-mail address to the church 
office …Just email Karen at: admin.assistant@firstmoravianchurch.org  or, if you prefer to 
read the newsletter and weekly Sunday bulletins online, go to the church website: 
www.doverfirstmoravianchurch.org 
The church website has a lot of information, so be sure to check it out! 



Sole Purpose Update—10 Years of Soling  
 This spring marks the 10th anniversary year of Sole Purpose.  Can you 
believe that!  This group of youth leaders and parents have raised many thou-
sands of dollars over the years and helped to “shoe” thousands of children’s feet 
in the Tuscarawas Valley.  One considers how we have seen this ministry grow 
and multiply.  We thank the Lord for such achievements and the volunteer’s ef-
forts of so many members to make this mission happen. 

 This spring look for our new 10th anniversary T-shirt and sign up.  Look 
for the display soon in the lobby.  Sole Purpose is “putting shoes on kids’ feet” in 
every school district in the Tuscarawas Valley, a mission with soul and purpose. 
Thank you for all of your incredible investment and support.    Pastor John 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Worship on Deis Hill  

“Kick off the Summer: Hit the Hill” 
Date: Sunday, June 6       Time: 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
Special Music                  Place: Deis Hill Pavilion 

Bring a picnic lunch and stay for fellowship.   
Drinks will be provided by the board. 

 
In case it should rain, we will gather at church in the sanctuary  

as normal.  Additional information is inside this newsletter. 
                                                                            Pastor John 

 

First Moravian Church 
319 North Walnut Street 
Dover  OH  44622-2943 
 
Change Service Requested 
 
 
 

 

 

One Call Now: 
 330-364-8831  
Worship Services: 
    May-August: 9:30 a.m.   
Church School:  
    Sept.-May: 9:15 a.m. 
 
Pastor:  John B. Wallace 
 Office: 330-364-8831 
 Home: 330-343-2719 
 
 
 
Administrative Assistant: 
     Karen Baker  
 Director of Music:  
     G. Randall Gibbs    
 Custodian: 
     Sam Paden 
 
 
 
 

Church Office:  
     330-364-8831 
Web-Site:    
     www.doverfirstmoravian 
     church.org 


