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First Sunday in Lent                                       Sunday, February 21, 2021 
 
 
 
Watchword for the Week:                                                                    The Moravian Daily Texts 
    Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. Psalm 25:8    
  
 
 
 
Important information concerning the COVID-19 pandemic:  The Board of Elders, at their meeting on 
February 2, 2021, decided to reopen the church for in-person services on Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy 
Week on March 28, at 9:30 a.m. Until then, services will continue online on YouTube. This decision came as we 
remembered our calling at the beginning of this ordeal, “Because we want to keep our flock safe.” Group meetings/ 
facility usage for meals, Bible Studies, projects, etc. will continue with existing safety protocols in place.  Wearing a face 
mask is required when entering the building – if you do not have a face mask, one will be provided.  Communication is 
being made through the church’s website, the “One Call Now” system, letters, and through our Shepherd’s Phone 
Tree. 
   
 

 
One Call Now ~ 330-364-8831      

Don and Jean Richardson are sponsoring our One Call Now this week. 
 

If you have a prayer concern for yourself or a friend and would like it placed on the One Call Now system, 
please contact the church office.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

Prayers for the People 
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to Sam and Susan Paden and family on the death of Sam's aunt, 
Carol Harkleroad, age 80, of Dover on Tuesday, February 16.  There were no services or calling hours. 
 
 
Amberwood Manor: Laura Colvin; Country Club Retmt. Center: Larry Colvin; Hennis Care 
(Bolivar): Glo Jones; Hennis Care (Dover): Dawn Miller; New Dawn: Mary Lou Lahmers; Park Village: 
Earl Johnson.  

 
Birthday and Anniversary Daily Prayer Support 

Feb. 21 Joyce Watkins; Anniv: Jeff & LaReine Smith 
Feb. 22 Tricia Everett, Kathy Bergstrom 
Feb. 23 Joan Hayward, Kalee Williams 
Feb. 24 Pat Williams, Barrett Moser, Braxton Moser, Adrian Hambleton 
Feb. 26 Ben Corder; Anniv: Jerry & Cindy Hisrich 
 
 
 
 

Church Mailing Address: 
319 N. Walnut Street, Dover, OH  44622  

Church Website: 
doverfirstmoravianchurch.org  
Church Office: 330-364-8831 



 
 
Just a Reminder Friends and Parents, 
   There are “Winter Kids’ Kits” for our children which are available on the small table between the 
double doors as you enter the building.  You may pick one up for your child(ren).  Each Kit contains a 
Bible-based fun activity/project for the child, tied to the theme of the day’s service.  Enjoy the time 
spent together with your little one(s) building a memory.  Pastor John 
 

Our Calendar for the Week 
Sunday            Online worship is available each week on the church website:  doverfirstmoravianchurch.org 
                         9:30 AM Online Worship 
                       10:30 AM Adult Bible Study via Zoom    
Monday           9:00 AM  Staff Meeting – Pastor’s Office 
                           9-Noon   M&W Buckeye ASPIRE Classes – Basement 
                      10:00 AM         Counting – Living Room 
                     7-8:00 PM  Confirmation Class via Zoom   
Tuesday             9-Noon   T&Th Buckeye ESOL Classes – Basement 
                 10-11:15 AM  Bible Study “Bible Postcards from Home” via Zoom 
                      6-8:30 PM  T&Th Buckeye ESOL Classes – Basement  
Wednesday      5:30 PM  “Creating Sunday’s Worship” – Sanctuary 
                         6:30 PM   Men’s Bible Study – Room 215 
                      7-8:00 PM  The Easter Experience via Zoom  
Friday                    Noon Adult Bible Study – Room 215  
Sunday             9:30 AM Online worship is available on the church website. 
                       10:30 AM Adult Bible Study via Zoom 
                         

Thank You Notes!  
  

The world is like a garden filled with blossoms, bright and rare,  
and kind and caring people are the flowers blooming there. 

 
 Kudos to the Moravian Ladies… 
      You work so hard and do so much…A special note of appreciation…Just for all of you: 
   You don’t get nearly enough credit for all you do. You never get enough pats on the back,  
    and you don’t get to hear all the gratitude you deserve.  
      But the next time you’re wondering whether anyone notices all the heart and soul you put into the   
    days, I hope you’ll remember this: You’re appreciated more than you’ll ever know, and you always    
    will be. And for any words of thanks that have gone unspoken and every acknowledgment that went  
   unsaid, I want to say this, from all the smiles in my heart. 

Thank you for working so hard, doing so much… 
and making such a beautiful difference in everything you do.  

You’re all just the best. 
All our love and gratitude,  

Bob & Pat Williams 
 
 
 
                            Dear Friends, 
                               We are so thankful for our church family!  Your prayers, cards, texts, food and  
                            gifts are so appreciated as we travel this bumpy road with our girls.  Your support 
                            makes it so much easier.  They are both determined to beat cancer! 
                                                 Blessings to all, 
                                                   Ade & Carol Schaar and Family 
 



 
 

“Bible Postcards from Home” 
 

It’s not too late to join this Bible Study...  
…Just call the church office, we will link you up. 

 
 
During these long pandemic days, we have had to be most creative and flexible.  One new inclusion into our 

routine is “zoom” classes.  Our Tuesday morning Bible Study on zoom has just completed its work on “The Beatitudes” 
and will be heading into a brand new topic. 

Through the somewhat sequestered days, we have seen a trend in people returning to the “pen and paper” 
moments – sending letters, notes, and postcards to their neighbors near and far.  We will spend time looking at and 
combing through a series of Old and New Testament “letters or postcards” snuggled into the Bible.   They have lots of 
“precious nuggets” of grace and insight to share with us.  I hope you will enjoy this focused program.  Sometimes, good 
things come in little surprises.   

Join us.  The group is anywhere between six to 12 screens of smiles, with no masks on. J  We gather on 
Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.  “Bible Postcards from Home” that is what I am calling our new 10-week study 
during Lent.   
   The pattern of study listed below began last Tuesday, and will continue each Tuesday for the next 9-weeks at 
10:00 a.m. as we zoooooooooooooooooooooooooom:      
      Old Testament: Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah       

     New Testament: 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Jude        
   With these studies I have padded extra time in our journey to explore the 8 letters and postcards more 
thoroughly if needed.  By the way, when was the last time you sent a letter or a postcard to a loved one? 

Pastor John 

 

Stewardship Moment 
 
 

Think of giving not only as a duty but as a privilege. 
John D. Rockefeller (1839 – 1937), business magnate, philanthropist 

 
 

 

 

Did You Know… 

   This June will mark the 75th anniversary of the Ahuas Clinic!   
   Learn more about this historic event by reading the Ahuas Spotlight, a quarterly online newsletter 
spotlighting the staff, patients, mission teams, history, and past missionaries.  The spotlight features pictures, 
videos, and testimonies that help bring the work of the Clinic to life.  Find links to the latest edition at 
MoravianMission.org or email Justin@MoravianMission.org to be added to the email list to get it right in your 
inbox! 
   In this issue, look for information about a special fundraising effort to support the Ahuas Clinic, 
celebrating 75 years and preparing it for the next 75! Full endowment of the clinic's budget is a long-term 
goal, but you can help with these first steps today, by making a donation to the "Ahuas Anniversary Fund" 
and helping us reach the special goal of $75,000 for the 75th anniversary in 2021! 
 



 

 

The Lenten Season…continued from last week… 

The Past Observance of Lent 
 
     In past centuries Lent was strictly observed and was a very meaningful season of the church. 

1. It was a time of preparation.  Originally, Lent was the six-week period to prepare candidates for  
   baptism at Easter.  During this period of examination, instruction, penitence and prayer, the 

candidates proved their worthiness for the sacrament of baptism.  When Christianity was legalized 
in 325, Lent became a period of preparation for the entire people of God. 

 
2. In the past, Lent was a period of penitence.  It was a time for mourning, solemnity and sadness.  

A hymn for Holy Week says, "To come and mourn with me awhile."  The mood is expressed in the 
penitential color, violet, for this season, the same color as Advent.  To remind the faithful of the 
nature of the season, a violet veil was hung between the nave and chancel.  Often the altar cross 
was veiled in violet as a reminder of the penitential character of the season.  In keeping with this 
somber mood, the "Alleluia" and the "Gloria in  
Excelsis" were omitted from the liturgy.  Weddings during Lent were forbidden.  Organs were 
stopped. Public entertainment was outlawed.  Often royalty during Lent dressed in black.  Lent 
was a time to be sorry for one's sin.  It was also a time for the re-living of the sufferings of Christ.  
When one's Savior is on his way to death in your behalf, it is more unseemly to be frivolous and 
gay. 

 
3. Fasting as a means of spiritual discipline was a part of past Lenten observance.  From the time of 

the apostles, Friday, the day of Jesus' death, was a day of fasting.  During Holy Week, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday were days of fasting.  In the fourth century, fasting was extended to the 
entire period of Lent. 

     Fasting was taken seriously.  There was abstinence from meat, dairy products and eggs for the 
period of Lent.  Fasting meant only one meal per day and the rest of the day one existed on water.  
In the Middle Ages the fast was relaxed to the extent that lunch was permitted.  At the time of the 
Reformation, many Protestants dropped fasting as being "Popish."  Some Protestants like John 
Wesley practiced fasting as a discipline, but if it were practiced, it was on a voluntary basis.  For 
most Protestants, fasting was more of a token than a real denial of food. 

     The purpose of fasting was twofold.  It was for personal discipline and for participation in the 
sufferings of Christ who in this season was on his way to Jerusalem to suffer and die.  The second 
purpose of fasting was to render some service through fasting.  There was a positive side to 
fasting; it was not only for personal benefit.  Pope Leo I in 460 said, "What we forego by fasting is 
to be given as alms to the poor." 

4. Lent was a time for special prayer. During Lent, devout Christians were concerned about the 
development of their spiritual lives.  They gave extra time and effort to personal and public prayer.  
The traditional symbol for Lenten prayer is the pretzel.  In Lent, Christians made dough of flour, 
salt and water.  They shaped the dough in the form of two crossed arms to remind themselves to 
pray.  The bread was called "little arms" - "bracellac," later called "Brezel" or "Pretzel."  Apparently 
it was an ancient practice, for there is a picture of a pretzel in the fifth century manuscript.  
Pretzels were a Lenten food and thus only eaten during the period as a reminder to pray more 
often.  

 

 



 
The Easter Experience 

 
 Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
                                       February 24 – March 24  ~  7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 
                          Join us for our shared Lenten Small Group study on  
                           Zoom entitled “The Easter Experience.” It will be a great  
                                                  opportunity to meet other members and pastors from  
                            other Moravian churches in the area.  
 
 
 
On Zoom ~ How to Join? ~ If you need help log on at 6:50 p.m. 
 
1.  Click on the link at https://zoom.us/j/8022223798 and enter the password   
     3303391940 
 
2.  Go to the Zoom website. Click on join a meeting. Enter the meeting id# 802 222 3798   
     and the password 3303391940. 
 
3. Call 1-408-638-0968 and type in the meeting id # 802 222 3798 (just like a conference   
     call) and password 3303391940 to join via phone. 
  

Hosted by Dover, Fry’s Valley, Gnadenhutten, Sharon, Schoenbrunn, and Uhrichsville Moravian Churches.  
All are welcome! Come join us! 

 

 
 

 
Leadership Focus 2021 Virtual Conference 

 
Prepare the Way of the Lord! 

 
Transforming Spiritual Imagination into Action 

 
Leadership Focus 2021 Virtual Conference will offer an opening series, a closing series, and a variety of  

     standalone workshops your congregational leaders will find particularly useful right now, as we explore  
     what it means to be Church beyond the pandemic.  

The Healthier Moravian Congregations Task Force is partnering with the Board of Cooperative  
     Ministries to produce this year's event. We are excited to share resources and build relationships that will  
     enhance our witness and ministry as Moravians in North America.  

Registration opens soon! Opening Session Series starts February 25, 2021. This virtual conference will  
     include: 
       * Opening Session Series with Ryan Panzer, ELCA pastor and author of  

           Grace and Gigabytes: Being Church in a Tech-Shaped Culture 
 
         * Standalone Workshops with various presenters on a variety of topics 
 
            * Closing Session Series with Ben Ingebretson, MCNP’s Director of Church   
                       Planting and Emerging Ministries 

More Info at https://www.moravian.org/bcm/leadership-focus-2021/  
 
This conference will also include Pastor John Wallace and Joe Compton teaming up together to lead  

     one of the workshops called: “The Arts of Worship”. What a trip that will be! 
From the safety of your home, join us online, as we learn, grow and prepare even more for the leader  

     that God has inside of us!   
 

 



Help Support These Upcoming Events… 
 

 
Community Hospice Rigatoni Dinner 

Carryout ONLY 
Saturday, February 27, from 4-7 p.m. 

 
Tuscarawas Central Catholic High School 

777 3rd Street, New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 
 

  
Tickets are available at Community Hospice, Browse & Buy in Dover and Uhrichsville and at the Door 

 

 
 
 

 

Sole Purpose Pancake Breakfast 
 

Carry-Out ONLY 
 

Saturday, March 6, from 8:00-Noon 
  

Pull your car up and eat pancakes in your car or 
carry out to your home. 

  
Tickets: $5.00 each 

  
Children under 3 are Free 

  
Tickets can be purchased in advance at the church office now or  

from a Sole Purpose team member or you may purchase tickets at your car. 
 
 

*Co-sponsored by the men’s Fellowship of the Dover First Moravian Church 
Sole Purpose – A volunteer youth-led service organization that 

puts shoes on kids’ feet in Tuscarawas County. 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please continue to stay safe and healthy . . . 
 

Wear a face mask,  
social distance,  

and wash your hands often. 
 

Have a good week! 


