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Back in the Pew
by Tom Armstrong

It was a feeling of true relief and joy to be able to be
back in the church after a long wait of worry, insecurity
and a fear of the unknown.
Sitting in our beautiful sanctuary, carefully spaced
and masked up, just felt good. Being in that peaceful setting, among
friends and in a familiar and welcoming environment, hopefully brought
us closer to the end of this long frightful experience.
Faith in our God, our church and our leadership is the one thing
we can hang on to in these frightening times. Our church and our country have been through many difficult periods, and somehow come
through, with a new and stronger resolve to make our part of this world
a better place.
Faith is our answer that we all can hold on to. Our Lord has been,
and always will be, our answer. Hold him close.

A Pandemic Carries Many Changes
by Pastor John B. Wallace

The fall has arrived. Although this has been the year of change,
the colors of the foliage will bless our lives soon. So as you drive about
and enjoy all of the beauty of the earth, we must continue to look for the
goodness and creative power of the Lord, as we venture throughout autumn.
We have a number of events still planned and unfolding. I hope
that you can take them in in the weeks ahead in a safe and suitable way.
Check out the items in the newsletter and how they may fit into your
schedule.
Our worship services will continue the same way, Wednesday
evening at 6:30 p.m., online services and in person worship at
9:30 a.m. Sundays, until further notice from the Board of Elders. Sunday School activities will continue with the Summer Kid’s Kits bags in
the breezeway for families to take home and enjoy until Oct. 25.
For this fall’s annual sermon series, I will be leading down a
number of Biblical roads and the themes that surround such places. I
call the series: “Ohio Roadwork”. It is based on Isaiah 40:3-5 and his
prophetic declaration, “A voice of one calling, ‘in the desert, prepare the
way of the Lord, and make straight paths for him.’ ” Join me as we explore the many Biblical roads of Egypt, Galilee, Jericho, Jerusalem,
Rome and Eternal Life.
This fall you can join the Hill Toppers Prayer Group and be a
part of this prayer group for the fall. We will be meeting on Deis Hill.
Please check out the rest of the details for the program on page 2 of the
newsletter.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Praise be to the Lord, the God of
Israel, because he has come to his
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Jesus makes my heart rejoice.
I’m His sheep and know His voice.
He’s a shepherd, kind and gracious;
And His pastures are delicious.
Constant love to me He shows;
Yea, my very name He knows.
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(Cont. from Pg. 1)
You can also join me for an Online Zoom Bible Study beginning in November. The study is on
a study of the Gospels for the day. We will meet in a zoom format on Tuesday afternoons – time to
be announced.
Like the leaves that change on the trees – there are changes coming to the life of this congregation. We will be communicating them to you in an abundance of ways. Look for them on all levels, as
the pandemic leads us into the 21st century.
We invite you to stay involved and stay calm. Read the Word, embrace the teachings and stay
connected to the flock. We will climb our way out of this heartbreaking, changing, sometimes disappointing time of community struggle.
God created. God redeemed. God sustains. Peace and wellness to you all.

Hill Toppers Prayer Group
by Pastor John B. Wallace

A new pandemic program sponsored by the First Moravian Church of Dover,
in cooperation with the six Moravian churches in the Valley
Mondays ~ 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. + lunch (Around an hour and a half together)
Over the years of walking this beautiful path of Light and life with God, we have read
time and time again how the Lord Jesus, when he needed that time to recharge, refocus and
reset, would often go to a hilltop alone, an out of the way place, to pray. There, on the doorstep of creation, he prayed.
I invite you to join me outdoors on the top of Deis Hill in Dover, Ohio, at the amphitheater spot for prayer. There, we will gather with those who are interested in praying for the
people of the flock, the community and the world. Water will be provided. We will have a
portable prayer labyrinth on site to help us with this process of praying, thinking, and pondering our days on this beautiful path of Light and love in the midst of a pandemic. A prayer labyrinth is a creatively designed maze and tool that teaches us to walk the path of righteousness through a thoughtful and prayerful pattern.
After our prayer time concludes, stay for a “pack your own” lunch for this hillside encounter! Come and join the Hill Toppers Prayer Group. The dates and times slated are Mondays, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. beginning on August 31, and including September 14,
and 28, as well as October 5 and 19. (Think of this as a “fall-ish” Lenten Moravian
Moment.)
Here we can breathe in the fresh Spirit of God and enjoy the blessings of God’s marvelous creation as we pray for the world’s needs and concerns. Should the weather not cooperate, we will not gather because we would like the event to remain outdoors so that we can
social distance. A mask should be worn for the event as well.
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Confirmation Classes Will Restart in October
by Pastor John

Parents and students of the Confirmation Class – we will return to our studies this
October on Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. The format will be on a zoom link.
Our class abruptly ended in March and we are going to try working virtually over the internet.
Our intention is to hold a service of confirmation on All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2020.
That service will be in church – social distanced and masked up.
New students are welcome to join the program as well. We hope that you will contact the
church office to become acquainted and connected to this new offsite learning experience.

Ohio Moravian Clergy
Cup of Covenant

Moravian Minister’s Aid Society
Trustees Meeting

Personalize this for a moment!

The Moravian Minister’s Aid Society
Trustees will meet on Monday, September 28,
at 7:30 a.m. in the church social hall.
Trustees are: Adrian Schaar, President/
Treasurer; Linda Earley, Vice-Chair; Larry
Kutcher, Secretary; Jack Shores, Dan Smith
and Pastor John Wallace.
If you are unable to attend, please call
the church office, 330-364-8831.

The pastors of the valley and beyond in the
Moravian Church will gather at Fry’s Valley on
Wednesday, September 16, at 10:00 a.m. Here
pastors will assemble for prayer, thanksgiving,
and renewal of covenant vows to God and the
church. As these leaders gather, pray for them
and the joys as well as the struggles facing the
churches they serve during an awful pandemic.
A me of renewal is good for the heart and soul.
Maybe you need a renewal of the spirit as well. PJ

Gree ngs………Singers and Ringers,
The making of music, oﬀering the music and giving that music in worship
has certainly been a void in our lives. As musicians, we are programmed
to take the internal gi of music and oﬀer it to Christ. Lately, that has
not been a viable op on. However, this is NOT a permanent situa on,
but a transi on from where we were to where we are going.
I have had ques ons from several choir members regarding returning to singing and ringing. The only answer to that
ques on is…….when it is safe to do so. We are standing on the sidelines, so to speak, wai ng for the “all clear” sign to appear. I am looking with “hope and expecta on” to that me, but will wait pa ently. As you may know, the experience and
process of singing creates an atmosphere of spreading the virus. As we wait, the scheduling of choirs will not begin as usual. We will watch the “tone” of our local and state leaders, drawing from their knowledge to restart our rehearsal mes
and presen ng of music in the worship service.
During this me, we have had several musicians step forward to provide music to enhance the worship service. I hate to
name names for fear of missing someone but will oﬀer these …… Kathy Bergstrom, Courtney Wallace, Dr. Phil Teague,
Lauren Yoder, Donna Keller, and Julie Kandel. For our Chancel Choir member and Reeves “bell ringer”, Ma Spies…….what
(Con nued on Page 4)
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(Con nued from Pg. 3)
this guy can do with a cellphone in producing a worship service is nothing but spectacular. He has certainly
been a gi to this endeavor and his crea vity has been a blessing. Thank you to all who have been involved.
I leave you with this, from the Moravian hymn writer, James Montgomery:
To Thy temple I repair.

Christ before the mercy seat.

While Thy ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in Thy Name,
Through their voice, by faith, may I
Hear Thee speaking from the sky.

While Thy glorious praise is sung,
Touch my lips, unloose my tongue
That my joyful soul may bless
Thee, the Lord, my Righteousness.

From Thy house, when I return,
May my heart within me burn;
And at evening let me say,
“I have walked with God today.”

Lord, I love to worship there,
When, within the veil, I meet

While the prayers of saints ascend,
God of love, to mine a end;
Hear me, for Thy Spirit pleads;
Hear, for Jesus intercedes.

Blessings as we wait.

G. Randall Gibbs
Director of Music

Sugar Cake Baking Begins!

Tuesday, September 15, Wednesday, September 16
Price: $5.00 each
Sugar Cakes are sold seven times a year by the Moravian Women to help
continue their mission of making a difference in the lives of God’s people
here and abroad.
The Moravian Women Advisory Board is asking for your help in increasing our sales. Talk to your neighbors, friends, relatives, and coworkers. This year free delivery will once again be available for orders of
4 cakes or more and the order is placed prior to Tuesday’s baking. Place
your order by calling Susan Paden, 330-364-7101, and to offer help with mixing and
baking, call Shirley Thompson, 330-343-3972.
Additional baking dates are as follows:

October 20 & 21, November 17 & 18, December 15 & 16,
~ for 2021 ~
February 9 & 10, March 16 & 17, April 20 & 21
We hope you will participate in these activities. Take time to enjoy the fun and fellowship.
Again we thank you for your continued support and look forward to another year of serving the Lord together in Ministry.
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Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons
by Susan Corder and Marcia Harding

The Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons will return on Friday, September 4, from
11:00-1:00 p.m. The luncheons will be Carry-out ONLY and deliveries available to
businesses with a minimum order of $15 or more. The menu will be soups, sandwiches and desserts. There is no dine-in until further notice. Proceeds from our luncheons
help the Moravian Women contribute to missionary efforts at home and around the world.
We appreciate all your support in making our luncheons a success. If you can help work,
please contact Marcia Harding, 330-343-2104, or Susan Corder, 330-204-0931.
Dates for the Friday luncheons are as follows:
September 4, October 2, November 6, December 4, March 5, and April 9.
Plan to help work, support the luncheons, and let your friends know they can still get carry-out! Watch
future bulletins for additional information.

Soup Sales for 2021

Mark your calendars…

Orders for soup will be taken on
Sunday, January 3 and 10.
Please pick up your soup order
on Sunday, January 17.
Cost: TBA

Moravian Women Christmas Party
Thursday, December 10, at 6:00 p.m.
Additional information will be in the

As always, we thank you very
much for all the support you provide for these successful outreach events.

November/December newsletter and Sunday
bulletins.

Sole Purpose Update
by Julie Pfeiffer

Since the Dress-A-Child event this year was cancelled, Sole Purpose went
looking for other options, and has given 600 shoe vouchers to TUFF Bags with
Lisa Walker of the Tuscarawas County Health Department. TUFF stands for Tuscarawas United – Feeding our Future. Our vouchers will be placed in bags full of
food and distributed to families with food insecurities. For more information, check
out the webpage www.tchdnow.org/tuff-bags.
As school resumes, we are also planning to distribute vouchers to the area schools. The
schools will be receiving 5 vouchers per elementary school. These schools include Dover,
New Philadelphia, Claymont, and Indian Valley. We will then recheck the need later in the fall,
to see if more vouchers are needed.
Lastly, a big thank you to our church family for your endless support of Sole Purpose as
we work to put shoes on the feet of Tuscarawas County children.
Many Blessings,
The Sole Purpose Team
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Christian Education ~ Christian Education Team

Recap
It has been a different summer with the pandemic this year, maintaining social distance, wearing face
masks, and washing our hands often. I want to say “Thank you” to all those who have helped make the
activities/projects for our children this summer. We hope each youth had some fun and learned some
Bible verses along the way with our “Summer Kids Kits”! For those who did not know, the church provided “Summer Kids‛ Kits” for our children during the summer months. There are still some kits available
if you missed a week or two. You may pick one up for your child(ren) between the double doors at the
entrance to the church. Each Kit contains a Bible based fun activity/project for the child, tied to the
theme of the day‛s service. Enjoy the time spent together with your little one(s) building a memory.
A Moravian History Treasure Hunt —This year in place of Vacation Bible School we provided a
Moravian History Treasure Hunt throughout the churches in the Tuscarawas Valley: Gnadenhutten,
Uhrichsville, Fry‛s Valley, Sharon, Schoenbrunn, and Dover First. For those who participated, we hope
you learned some interesting facts about each church, and had some fun along the way!
Bibles to be Presented to 2nd Graders ~ Sunday, August 30 — On Sunday, August 30, at Deis Hill,
we will have our worship service and church picnic and recognize each of our 2nd graders
by presenting them with a new Bible to take with them to camp next year. Our records
indicate the following students will enter second grade this fall:
Adelyne Erickson, Aidan Gordon, and Landon Kutcher
If we have missed anyone, please contact the church office by Tues., Aug. 25, so we can
include your child.

Join us for Worship and our Church Picnic at Deis Hill
Sunday, August 30
at 9:30 a.m.
Call the church office (330-364-8831) by Tuesday, August 25,
to order your Box Lunch from Benson‛s for just $5 per person.
We hope you will attend.
Until then, be sure to stay safe and healthy!
Pastor John
P.S. Hey Kids...Checkout the activity sheets included in this newsletter. Additional copies
are available in the church office.
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Read the story of the boy who gave his lunch away that's found in John 6. Then make a picture of that
lunch by coloring the Y spaces yellow and the B spaces brown. You may color the leftover spaces with
your favorite color.

Nell de Vries and Mary Currier, More Bible Activities You Can Do,. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books Publisher, 1999

7

M.E.L.T.

– Minds Enlightened Lives Transformed
Grades 7-12

Junior/Senior High Youth Group
Leaders: Hallie & Eric McGlumphy
Pandemic got you down? Come join MELT as we kickoff our year of making social distancing fun! If you are going into 7th-12th grade this fall, come to our first get together on Sunday,
September 13, from 6-8 p.m. at the McGlumphy backyard (105 Poolview Circle, Dover). As always, we will have plenty of food (but no sharing), fellowship (6 feet apart), and fun (totally sanitized)!
If you are not on our GroupMe chat yet, text Hallie at 330-324-6255 or
Eric at 330-323-0395 to be added. See you at our house!
2020
Sept.

Upcoming Events:
Sunday, September 13 ~ 6:00-8:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. Kickoff Party at
McGlumphy’s Backyard ~ 105 Poolview Circle, Dover
Bring your cellphone fully charged! ***Meal will be provided***

Oct.

Sunday, October 11 ~ 6:00-8:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. Meeting
Location and theme TBD

Nov.

Friday, November 6 – Sunday, November 8 ~ Fall Retreat at
Camp Lutherhaven, Albion, IN

Dec.

Sunday, December 13 ~ 6:00-8:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. Christmas Party
Location TBD

2021
Jan.

Sunday, January 10, 2021 ~ 6:00-8:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. Meeting
Location and theme TBD

Feb.

Sunday, February 7 ~ 3:00-5:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. 2nd Annual Super Bowl
Tailgate
Location TBD

Mar.

Sunday, March 14 ~ 6:00-8:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. Meeting
Location and theme TBD

Apr.

Friday, April 9 – Sunday, April 11 ~ Spring Rally at
Indiana FFA Leadership Center, Trafalgar, IN

May

Sunday, May 9 ~ 6:00-8:00 P.M. ~ M.E.L.T. Meeting
Location and theme TBD

June

June ~ Dover First Vacation Bible School ~ Date and Theme TBD

July

Friday, July 16 ~ ALIVE Music Festival ~ Possible M.E.L.T. one day outing to
ALIVE More details to come…
Sunday-Saturday, July 18-24 ~ Camp Tar Hollow
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Fall Retreat
(6th Grade through Age 21)
Camp Lutherhaven in Albion, Indiana

Tentative Information: Friday-Sunday, November 6-8, 2020
Additional information will be in the Sunday bulletins.

Thank you Notes

To my Church Family,
Thank you for your kind outpouring of love and support following the sudden,
unexpected death of Henning. From Pastor John showing up at my house
within minutes to food being brought in and cards with heartfelt messages,
I have truly felt uplifted by prayer.
Sue Henriksen

Belated Congratula ons to one of our members, the Rev. Dennis G. Rohn, on the
50th Anniversary of his Ordina on in June. Denny has served many churches over the
years as a pastor and con nues to ﬁll the pulpit when pastors are away or on vaca on.
May the good Lord con nue to bless you, Denny, in a special way as you con nue
to minister to others. May God's abundant blessings surround you each and every day.

Your Dover First Church Family

A Note of Thanks!
I would like to thank everyone who sent cards and e-mails for
my 99th birthday. It made my day so special.
Sincerely,
Edith Paulus

Wedding
Congratulations and Best Wishes to Elaine
Stingel and Alexander Hall who were married
on Saturday, August 22, 2020, in the Ohio
Wildlife Center – Bonner Barn in Powell, Ohio,
with Pastor John B. Wallace officiating.
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Sympathy
May the constant love of caring friends soften your sadness,
May cherished memories bring you moments of comfort,
May lasting peace surround your grieving heart.
Our sympathy and prayers are extended…
...to the Terry Burrell and Amy Korns families on the death of their uncle, Dean Burrell, on
August 19. The funeral service was held on Sat., August 22, at the Barrs Mill Church of God.
…to Linda France and family on the death of her husband, Kenny, on August 3, 2020, in
Lakeland, Florida. Kenny was 81. A memorial service will be held at a later date.
…to Suzanne Rinderknecht and family on the death of her son, Alan Rinderknecht, on July 21,
in Florida. Alan was a brother to Joan Hill, and a nephew to Dave and Jane Schooff.

New Addresses
Friendly Reminder: Please keep the church office informed of new addresses, telephone
numbers, and e-mail addresses.

Parents of College Graduates: Don’t forget to update your son or daughter’s current mailing address, telephone number, and e-mail address with the church office, so we can keep in
touch and send them news and information on upcoming events from their church family!
The church office currently needs mailing addresses for the following college graduates:
Jake Armstrong, Katy Duncan, Morgan Everett, Gracen Gerbig,
Ellie Rondinella, and Ellen Stingel
Parents, please contact the church office so we can update the church directory. Thank you.

Parents of current College Students: Please update your daughter or son‛s current mailing address for college, telephone number, and e-mail address with the church office. We would
like to keep in touch and send them news and information on upcoming events from their church
family. Mailing addresses are needed for the following:
Mattie Walter, Garrett Wassem, Nathan Wilson, Lauren Yoder
Hunter Armstrong, Becca Duncan, Will Everett, Libby Paden, Nathan Pfeiffer
Allison Brown, Tommy Keener, Skyanna Minor, Spencer Stanley, Jenna Walter
Connor Everett, Noah Randazzo, Emma Stanley, Alex Swartzentruber,
Zachary Wilson, Elizabeth Burrell, Sadie Keener
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Find these words associated
with Autumn:
ACORN
APPLE
BIRD MIGRATION
BLOWING LEAVES
BLUSTERY DAY
CANNING
CHESTNUTS
CHILLY
COLD
CROPS
EQUINOX
FALL
FARMING
FEAST
FROST

HALLOWEEN
HARVEST
HAYSTACK
HICKORY NUTS
LONGER NIGHTS
NOVEMBER
OCTOBER
ORANGE LEAVES
PIE
PUMPKIN
RAKE
RED LEAVES
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SCARECROW
SCHOOL
SEASON
SEPTEMBER
SHORTER DAYS
SQUASH
SWEET POTATOES
THANKSGIVING
TURKEY
WINDY
YELLOW LEAVES

One Call Now:
330-364-8831
Worship Services:
June-December:
Sundays ~ 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays ~ 6:30 p.m.
“Crea ng Sunday’s
Worship Service”
Online Worship Service
Pastor: John B. Wallace
Oﬃce: 330-364-8831
Home: 330-343-2719

Our Fall Worship Services:
Read all about our worship services this fall
on page 1 of this newsletter.
World Communion will be observed on
Sunday, October 4.

New Programming this fall will include

Custodian:
Sam Paden

Church Oﬃce: 330-364-8831
Web-Site: www.doverﬁrstmoravianchurch.org

You can also join me for an
Online Zoom Bible Study beginning in November.
More information will be in the November/December newsletter.
Summer is winding down,
plan to join us, once again.
Pastor John

First Moravian Church
319 North Walnut Street
Dover OH 44622-2943

Director of Music:
G. Randall Gibbs

~~~~~

Change Service Requested

Administra ve Assistant:
Karen Baker

the Hill Toppers Prayer Group.
Details are listed inside this newsletter.

