
 

2020 Congregational Watchword: 
Praise be to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, because he has come to his 
people and redeemed them. 
  Luke 1:68 NIV 

 

Our Mission Statement: 
  L - Lead all people to Jesus Christ. 
 O - Obey God’s Commands. 
 V - Value and nurture spiritual 

growth. 
 E - Encourage Christian service. 
 

Our Motto: 
  In Essentials: Unity; 
  In Non-Essentials: Liberty; 
  In All Things: Love. 
 

Jesus makes my heart rejoice. 
I’m His sheep and know His voice. 
He’s a shepherd, kind and gracious; 
And His pastures are delicious. 
Constant love to me He shows; 
Yea, my very name He knows. 

First Moravian Church 
319 North Walnut St. 

Dover, OH 44622 
330-364-8831 

Table of Contents 
The Little Blue Missionary . . . . . . .1-2 
Front Porch Visits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 
“Apart in Body...Together in Spirit”.2 
Why Do I Wear a Mask?. . . . . . . . . . .3 
The Church Is Reopen . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Drop Them a Line. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4 
A Sweet 16 Card Shower . . . . . . . . . 4 
Summer Children's Offering . . . . . . .5 
Old Maps Needed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 
Mission & Outreach . . . . . . . . . . . .5-7  
High School Student Parking . . . . . .5 
Prayer Shawl Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . .5 
Soup and Sandwich Luncheons . . . 6 
Sugar Cake Baking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 
M. Women Christmas Party. . . . . . . .6 
Soup Sales for 2021. . . . . . . . . . . . . .7 
Christian Education. . . . . . . . . . . . 7-8 
Graduation Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7 
Reminder to Graduates . . . . . . . . . . .8 
Fellowship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-9 
Brown Bag Fellowship Luncheons . 8 
Thanks to Volunteers . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Other Items of Interest . . . . . . . . .9-13 
Thank Yous /This and That . . . . .9-12 
Thank You Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-12 
Dover Family Tree News . . . . . . . . .12 
Sympathy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
New Addresses Reminder. . . . . . . .13 
Joint Board Members for 2020 . . . .13 
Calendars. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14-15 

        FIRST NEWS  
F I R S T  M O R A V I A N  C H U R C H  

Vol. 24,  No. 3 Published 6 times a year. 

 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic there was no May/June newsletter.   
We have included many sympathy notes as well as thank you notes in this issue. 

 

The Little Blue Missionary 
Written by Tom Armstrong 

 
 This is a story about a small blue reclining lift chair and its amazing 
journey in a small church in Ohio over a period of about 15-20 years.  
The missionary chair has helped numerous members of the Moravian 
Church. 
 Years ago, Marie Couts, at that time the Christian Education Direc-
tor at Dover First Moravian Church, purchased a lift chair for her aunt, 
Virginia Kohler, who was a resident at Park Village Health Care Center. 
 Virginia was the keeper of the “Little Blue Recliner” until she passed 
away several years later.  Lois Armstrong, who was also a resident of 
Park Village and a close friend of Marie Couts, was given the chair and 
happily took care of it, and enjoyed its warmth and love until she passed 
in 2010. 
 After minor repairs and service, the “Little Blue Missionary” was off 
to a new home.  A friend of Lois’ from church, Lola Gibbs, was next in 
line to benefit from the comfort and love of the lift chair, until she passed 
away. 
 “Little Blue” was given a short rest and restoration.  Lola’s friend, 
Ruby McBride, was the next recipient of the missionary chair and used it 
for a time, enjoying its love and care until she no longer needed it. 
 Janet Shanklin was the next Moravian Church member who bene-
fited from the little chair’s missionary work, enjoying its warm hugs while 
recovering from a broken leg. 
 After her leg healed, Janet’s mother, Lou Shanklin, was ready for 
some help sitting and rising and “Little Blue” was again pressed into 
needed mission work. 
 Service is its purpose and the next mission field for “Blue” was the 
home of Ken Walter in Winfield, where Ken received comfort and support 
for a short while. 
 Shirley Thompson next hosted the little missionary chair as she 
recovered from her bout with debilitating back problems. 
 A slight accident sidelined the recliner, but true to its purpose, the 
chair, although injured, and in need of care itself is serving still.  Mel 
Dessecker, in need of loving care from our little chair was next in line, 
and received comfort and support until his sudden death in March of 
2020. 
  Our mission chair is currently still serving.  Suzanne Riderknecht 
is keeping watch over “Little Blue” as she needs assistance sitting and ris-
ing. 
 The little blue lift chair has had a hard but wonderful life.  It has 
offered a much needed service to many.  It has been repaired, recycled, 
relocated, and still continues to give comfort and caring love to all who 
know it. 
       (Continued on Page 2) 
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(Cont. from Pg. 1) 
 Its mission work has helped many; it has worked tirelessly and unselfishly, without complaining.  
It has dealt with hardship and tears, pain and sadness, joy and happiness.  And, if it could talk, it 
would do so with a smile and a warm hug. 
 Hopefully, in time, “The Little Blue Missionary” will be restored to its former loving, caring and 
serving self, ready for the next “Lucky” person to be its “Host”. 
 Long live Moravian Mission work. 

 

“Heart to Heart and Face to Face” Front Porch Visits with Pastor John  
 
Pastor John will be making house calls on Tuesday and Friday afternoons during the 
month of July, between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. as well as continuing his phone calls.  He will 
sit in his lawn chair on your front lawn, and you can sit on your porch and have a  
45-minute chat and conclude with prayer time.  If you are interested in a chat with PJ, 
please call the church office (330-364-8831) to set up your porch side chat. 

 

“Apart in Body … Together in Spirit” 
 

 Everything changed on March 16 for us when we, as Joint Board decided to stop meeting to-
gether as a church family because of COVID-19.  Nevertheless, in the spirit of Moravian Mission, for 
the last three and a half months we have been chugging along like the little engine that could, reach-
ing, trying, succeeding, failing, flaying, moving and keeping the flock connected together and moving 
forward.     
 I am grateful for the number of people who have stepped up during these unique times.  For 
fear of forgetting a name, let me just highlight the actions of love so many disciples of this congrega-
tion shared.  Connected in the Spirit of love like, One Call Now, text messages, phone calls, cards, let-
ters, porch visits, emails, website posts, soup deliveries, Easter basket deliveries, special mailings, 
May basket Sunday, two all-church Treasure Hunts, meals given, worship on line,  special music, 
taping services, art projects, drama, film making, and more.  I observed many members step up to 
lead, count and deposit our offerings, spread mulch, plant flowers, do extra cleaning projects and 
chores for neighbors, and help with home repairs.  I experienced members zoom meetings and Bible 
studies, make conference calls and do the drive-thru chalk walk event...all while the flock was apart, 
but the Spirit kept us together.     
 Our staff and Joint Board, and many key volunteers have worked extremely hard and well to-
gether keeping this Moravian Church flock moving forward in our mission-minded attitude.  Like the 
Irene, sailing through a pandemic sea, we still must maneuver more of the storm yet to come.   
 Although we have reopened for now, we realize the gift of being together could change.  The 
pandemic, the disease sets the time table, not us.  The reality of these facts remains not innocuous, 
but boldly proclaims 125,000 American taken in this year already.  The virus haunts the planet as 
well as the byways of America.    
 Because of the virus, we appreciate more the simple blessings of life we so took for granted as 
we live through this living way of history.  We need God’s divine grace as well as our family and 
friendships.  As Lin Sidel so scripted to me at the beginning of this pandemic, “Apart in Body …
Together in Spirit”.  We need one another.  As Paul proclaimed long ago: 
  Ephesians 4:4-6 
 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all. 
 Thank you Lord and the lambs of the First Moravian Church flock of Dover Ohio.  Let us just 
keep pressing forward with Godly kindness, mercy, learnings and true blessings as we share this 
ministry together.  PJ 
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Why Do I Wear a Mask? 
 
 I wear my mask in public.  Do you wear a mask in public?  
 Some people become a bit petulant about this subject of mask wear-
ing and face coverings.  I listen to their point of view respectfully and hear 
the theme of “I have my rights.”  Intellectually, I understand that perspective 
as a historian and the desire to preserve our rights and actions in a free-
thinking society.  Also, we must realize that there is more than one side to 
every topic under the sun.   
 I wear a mask because I want to show my love for others so they, too will enjoy their 
life, liberty and happiness.    
 Since this COVID 19 pandemic hit the world, our nation, our state and our commu-
nity, most decisions that I make as a pastor boil down to one simple phrase “because we 
want to keep our flock safe”.  That has been the guiding compass for me as I work beside 
you.  I wear a mask because I want to keep you safe and show my respect and love for you.    
 For example, on the day we served over 95 cars full of families for the Drive-Thru 
Chalk Walk this year, the teachers and our church staff of volunteers all wore masks and 
made the event happen because we wanted to keep people safe.  That was a good day full of 
much blessing!    
 In the movie Dark Knight Rises, Bruce Wayne explains to Officer Blake why he wears 
a mask.  Batman says, “I wear the mask to protect the people closest to me”.  (Yes, I know 
Batman’s mask does not cover his mouth but his eyes in the DC world - so think Spiderman 
mask for the COVID 19 moment mask instead.)  What I appreciate in the film is the line: “I 
wear the mask to protect the people closet to me”.  My flock, my neighbor, my essential 
workers are close to me, so I don my mask and fight the virus.       
 Just like Jesus wore the purple robe and crown of thorns, and was mocked by the 
Romans for his ministry as a “so called king”.  Jesus bore the cross and then was hung as a 
common criminal.  A capital punishment for a benign charge.  Jesus hung from the cross, 
died on the cross to forgive and protect the people closest to him, and keep all of us eternally 
safe.  Think about that.  We bear the mask because we want to share our care and our love 
for our neighbors. That’s why I wear a mask. PJ 

 

The Church Is Reopen for Worshipful Blessings 
Monday, July 6 ~ Please wear your mask when entering the building. 

 
(Well we really never closed completely for the last four months.) 

 
 
Starting July 6, Buckeye’s Aspire Class will begin gathering 
and teaching in the basement.  Meetings and other events will 
slowly start gathering and reopening, too.  We will take our 
time for the disease has no timeline.   

    
 
With this in mind, starting July 6, all members or neighbors will be required to wear a 
mask when entering our building for any events or gatherings.  Or even simple moments 
when you might need to drop off items for the office, check for the offering, bring food for a 
gathering, to pick up church mail or practice for a worship service.  Until further notice, 
masks will be required in the building.  We will use social distancing and common sense in 
the best manner possible.  Why?  We wear the mask to keep others safe.  PJ 
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Drop Them a Line! 
 Imagine for a moment if you were suddenly asked to leave your home and your normal 
patterns of life.  If you abruptly were removed from those whom you love and sequestered away 
in another place.  Oh, I almost forgot, we did have that happen to us this spring!   

Well, in this newsletter, I would like to invite and challenge you to pick up a pen and 
paper or a card or two and “drop them a line or two”.  There is still limited visitation 
for many of our nursing home members.  Please, drop our sequestered lambs a line 
or two, telling them how much we miss them and love them.  Below is the list of the 
members and their current homes.   
 

Laura Colvin 
Amberwood Manor 
245 S. Broadway  
New Philadelphia, OH 44663 
 
Larry Colvin 
Country Club Retirement Center 
860 E. Iron Avenue, Dover, OH  44622 
 
Earl Johnson 
Park Village ~ Assisted Living 
1529 N. Crater Avenue, Dover, OH  44622 
 
Glo Jones 
Hennis Care Center    
300 Yant Street, Bolivar, OH  44612 
 

Play your part in “dropping a line” to our friends in the “homes”.  PJ  
 

 
 
Bev Kirkbride 
Park Village ~ Assisted Living (temporary) 
1529 N. Crater Avenue, Dover, OH  44622  
Mary Lou Lahmers  
New Dawn Health Care Center 
865 E. Iron Avenue, Dover, OH  44622  
 
Dawn Miller   
Green Meadows Health and Wellness 
7770 Columbus Road NE  
Louisville, OH  44641  

A Sweet 16 Card Shower 
 I need your help.  Imagine being almost 16 and over four states away 
from home?  Danielle Blair is away from Ohio, working on her personal issues 
while living in a youth facility in Little Rock, Arkansas.  On July 16th, she will 
turn 16.  Would you join me in sending her a “Brady bunch” of cards to  cele-
brate her 16th birthday?  Friends, one “thing” Danielle could really use and is 
in need of: stamps. Could you help and send a few stamps inside your card?  

 
 
 Danielle Blair  
 6425 W. 12th St.  
 Little Rock, AR  72204 
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This Summer Children’s Offering: 
The Kids‛ Kit 

 
     As we worship together 
this summer in the sanctu-
ary of the church or the 
sanctuary of our homes, 
the Christian Education 
Committee has created a 
series of after-church 
Kids‛ Kits for our chil-
dren.  The projects vary 

from one to the next from crafts to stories, to 
art pieces and more!  Each kit is tied directly 
into the children‛s moment and theme of the 
worship service for that day! 
 So don‛t be left behind…Join us every 
Sunday or call the church office if you would 
like a Kids‛ Kit delivered to your home after 
worship.  We are almost as good as Amazon,  
except we do not have the smiling smirk vans and 
the same overhead.  Join us as we stay connect-
ed to our children with this unique offer:  
The Kids‛ Kit.   

 

Old Maps and Road Atlas Needed 
 

Wanted: I need a lot of old road maps 
and old road atlases for an all church 
art project.  If you would be willing to 
part with your old maps and road atlas-
es stuffed in the glove box or under the 
seat in the car, there is a drop box just 
inside the front doors of the church to 
receive your precious offering.  The 
maps will not be returned, but cut up 
for one amazing, colorful art lesson.  
Pastor John  

Our Mission and Outreach Opportunities  

 

Dover High School Student Parking 
at First Moravian Church ~ August 2020 – May 2021 

 
 We again will provide a total of 20 parking spaces for Dover High School students during the 2020-21 
school year while construction of their parking lots continues. Even if your student had a space this past school 
year, they still need to complete a new form and return it to Karen in the office as soon as possible.  
If all 20 spaces are not taken by the third week of July, the remainder will be made available to Dover High fac-
ulty/staff.  Each registered student will be issued a new parking pass to be displayed on their vehicle at all 
times when using their designated space in our overflow lot (next to Z Hair Salon).  Your student’s space will be 
available to them except on days when there is a funeral or special event at the church. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
by Edith Santee 

 
Greetings from the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
       

 We will be gathering on August 2, at 2:00 in the down-
stairs living room. If we get more people than we can practice 
social distancing with, we will move to the basement.  We look 
forward to gathering again and catching up on all the times 
that we have been apart.  Hope to see everyone in August. 
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Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons 
by Susan Corder and Marcia Harding 

 
The Community Soup & Sandwich Luncheons will return on Friday, September 4, from 
11:00-1:00 p.m. The luncheons will be Carry-out ONLY and deliveries available to busi-
nesses with a minimum order of $15 or more.  The menu will be soups, sandwiches and 
desserts.  There is no dine-in until further notice.  Proceeds from our luncheons help the 
Moravian Women contribute to missionary efforts at home and around the world.  We appre-
ciate all your support in making our luncheons a success.  If you can help work, please con-

tact Marcia Harding, 330-343-2104, or Susan Corder, 330-204-0931.   
 
Dates for the Friday luncheons are as follows:  September 4, October 2, November 6, December 4, 
March 5, and April 9.   Plan to help work, support the luncheons, and let your friends know they can still 
get carry-out!   
 
Watch future bulletins for additional information. 

 

Sugar Cake Baking Begins! 
Tuesday, September 15 

Wednesday, September 16 
Price: $5.00 each 

 
Sugar Cakes are sold seven times a year by the Moravian Women to help continue their 
mission of making a difference in the lives of God’s people here and abroad.  The Mora-
vian Women Advisory Board is asking for your help in increasing our sales.  Talk to 
your neighbors, friends, relatives, and co-workers.  This year free delivery will once 
again be available for orders of 4 cakes or more and the order is placed prior to Tues-
day’s baking.  Place your order by calling Susan Paden, 330-364-7101, and to offer 
help with mixing and baking, call Shirley Thompson (330-343-3972).    

 

Additional baking dates are as follows: 
 

October 20 & 21, November 17 & 18, December 15 & 16, 
~ for 2021 ~ 

February 9 & 10, March 16 & 17, April 20 & 21 
 

We hope you will participate in these activities.  Take time to enjoy the fun and fellowship.  Again we thank 
you for your continued support and look forward to another year of serving the Lord together in Ministry. 

 

Mark your calendars… 
Moravian Women Christmas Party 

Thursday, December 10, at 6:00 p.m. 
Additional information will be in the November/December  

newsletter and Sunday bulletins. 
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Soup Sales for 2021 ~ Orders for soup will be taken on Sunday, January 3 and 10.  
                   Please pick up your soup order on Sunday, January 17. 
             Cost: TBA 
 

     As always, we thank you very much for all the support you provide for  
these successful outreach events. 

Christian Education  

 

Kimberly Yackey, our Christian Education Director, 
resigned on May 24, 2020.  Her last day was June 7. 

 

Graduation Sunday 
 On Sunday, May 17, we honored our 2020 graduates during our  
    worship service.  Here is the list of graduates and their accomplishments. 
 

Our 2020 High School and College Graduates 
 

High School Graduates 
 

Kennedy Hale, daughter of Chris and Paula Hale, graduated from Dover High School.  She plans to attend Kent 
State University main campus in the fall. 
 
Mattie Walter, daughter of Scott and Cynthia Walter, graduated from Garaway High School.  Mattie plans to 
attend Miami of Ohio in their school of Arts and Sciences.  She plans to co-major in Fashion and another major 
yet to be determined.   
 
Garrett Wassem, son of Steven and Kimberly Wassem, graduated from Dover High School.  Garrett plans to 
attend Pittsburgh Technical College in Pittsburgh, PA.  He will be studying their two-year informational technol-
ogy degree with cyber security. 
 
Nathan Wilson, son of George and Jennifer Wilson, graduated from Dover High School.  Nathan will be going to 
The Ohio State University and majoring in finance.  
 
Lauren Yoder, daughter of David and April Yoder, graduated from Dover High School.  She plans to attend The 
Ohio State University and will be majoring in Astronomy and Astrophysics.  Lauren hopes to eventually acquire 
a research position at NASA or SpaceX.  She will also be playing the oboe in one of Ohio State’s concert bands. 

 
College Graduates 

 
Jacob “Jake” Thomas Armstrong, son of Ryan and Edie Armstrong, graduated from West Virginia University 
with a Bachelor’s in Business and Economics-Entrepreneurship and Innovation.  He has a few choices to pur-
sue upon graduation, both of which will open doors leading to a successful career in Business management.  
 
Katy Duncan, daughter of Dennis and Pamela Duncan, graduated from The Ohio State University with a Bach-
elor of Science in Neuroscience.  Katy plans to move to Philadelphia, PA this August to attend medical school at 
Drexel University.   
 
Gracen Gerbig, daughter of Don and Fran Gerbig, graduated from Kent State University with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Biology.  Gracen will be attending Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health in the fall 
as a PhD student in the Molecular Microbiology and Immunology department.  
 
Hannah Paden, daughter of Sam and Susan Paden, graduated from Kent State University with a degree in Hu-
man Development and Family services with a concentration in child and youth development and a minor in 
Psychology.  She plans to find a position in her career field after her wedding in September.  
 
Ellen Stingel, daughter of Jon and Joyce Stingel, graduated from Kent State with a degree in Business Admin-
istration with a concentration in International Business.  Ellen plans to pursue a corporate position within an 
apparel company once everything begins to reopen. 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes to all our Graduates! 
May God bless you in your future endeavors. 

 

Reminder to Graduates: 
Don‛t forget to update your current mailing address, telephone number, and e-mail address for the church 
office, so we can keep in touch and send you news and upcoming events from your church family! 

 

Youth Appreciation Thank You! 
 

¨ Thank you to all who attended the two Lenten 
Meals this year. We enjoyed spending time around 
the table in fellowship, catching up on what hap-
pened through the week, while enjoying delicious 
food that was prepared by the two youth groups,  
Jr. Disciples and M.E.L.T.  
 

¨ Also, thank you to all those who placed an offer-
ing in our meal baskets. This year the money went 
toward our Camp Scholarship Fund which helps to 
send youth to camps and retreats.  

Thank you for your support! 

 

Spring Rally, Camp Tar Hollow 
& Camp Bethany 2020 

Yes, history was made when the Corona-
virus Pandemic arrived in the United 
States. Spring Rally 2020 was cancelled, 
along with weekly worship services, all 
church activities, including summer 
camps: Tar Hollow and Camp Bethany. 

Fellowship  

 

Brown Bag Fellowship Luncheons 
by Sue Canfield 

 

Brown Bag Fellowship Luncheons will resume in the fall.  We look forward to   

the time we can be together again for our monthly meeting.  We will take off our 
masks and eat with lots of catching up conversation!  Watch for additional infor-
mation in the September/October newsletter.  Until then, please remain safe and 
healthy. 

Our Thanks and Appreciation… 
 
…to Julie Williams for planting the flowers around the church grounds.   
   They are beautiful! 
 
…to Dan and Marcia Harding, Steve and Julie Williams, Jud and Joe    

Compton, Eric McGlumphy, and Jeannie Michel for spreading  
   mulch to spruce up the church flower beds.  Great job!  Many hands make light work! 
 
…to Steve Brown for updating our One Call Now system to include more members who wish to stay  
   up-to-date on church news. 
           (Continued on Page 9) 
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(Cont. from Page 8) 
…to Milly Sudduth from the Visitation Committee for mailing cards to church members who are  
   currently in nursing homes or at home as a way of keeping in touch during the pandemic. 
 
…to Marcia Harding and Julie Williams, our Moravian Soup Ladies, for making 40+ quarts  
   of Broccoli and Chicken Noodle Soup last Friday and delivering it to our older members of  
   the congregation.  Nothing tastes better than a bowl of homemade soup!  
 
…to the 15 Volunteers who agreed to be part of the “Care Go-For Team” during the  
   Coronavirus epidemic.  Ben Corder is the coordinator.  Your willingness to help out in a time of  
   need is appreciated.  Any member needing groceries picked up, or errands run, please do not  
   hesitate to call the church office.  Our team of volunteers will be glad to help you. 
 
…to the seven Trustees, three Elders, and Randy Gibbs who stepped up and volunteered  
   to be Shepherds. Last week our Shepherd’s Phone Tree Team made telephone calls to  
   assigned members to check in and see if they needed anything.  What a great way to stay  
   connected with a telephone call.  Remember…Your kind thoughtfulness just might be the  
   reason someone smiles today!  
 
…Many thanks to our Dover First Moravian Women: Kristin Becker, Dawna Compton, Marcia  
   Harding, and Julie Williams.  They made 40+ Pasta meals and Easter treats on Maundy  
   Thursday and delivered them, in all kinds of weather, to the older members of our  
   congregation.  What a wonderful way to show loving kindness during the Coronavirus  
   pandemic.  Your thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated by all who received your Maundy Thursday  
   Special Gift.  May God bless each of you. 

Other Items of Interest... Thank you’s / this & that 
 

Dear Congregation, 
   I again would like to thank all of you for your prayers, get well cards, food and concerns for my recovery from 
a second heart procedure on Feb. 14. The Holy Spirit was with me through this whole ordeal.  The cardiologists 
and medical providers at Summa Health Care are the best. 
   I especially want to thank Pastor John for his relentless barrage of get well cards, they mean so much to me. 
   My strength is improving but recovery is a slow process. 
   Thank you again for your prayers and well wishes. 
   Yours in Christ, 
   Dave Schooff 

 

 

To All of You, 
“Gratitude is a memory of the heart.” 

Our Church Family…You’ve all been so wonderful, it’s hard to know how to begin to say 
thanks.  Please know that your kindness will always be remembered. 
 
 We want to thank our church family for all the phone calls, cards, flowers,  
food, and especially the prayers…we felt the warmth…during my recent operation  
and rehab.  It is a slow rehab but I can see the “Light at the end of the tunnel”… 
God has been good and I feel blessed.  We plan on seeing all of you soon at church  
and other functions. 
 Asking God to bless you all in return for the thoughtfulness and love you have shown. 
     All our love, 
     Bob & Pat Williams 
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Thank you to the young shepherds for their thoughtfulness, time, energy, support,  
and love extended to the more mature flock at the First Moravian Church.  Your  
kindness, giving, and faithfulness is appreciated.  Thank you!   

Linda Earley 

 

Dear Mission Friends, 
 Thank you so much for the contributions and continued support for 
Ray of Hope.  We are very busy with 134 children in school.  God is working 
in our ministry. 
     Thanks again, 
     The Teshes 

 
 

To My Church Family,   
   Thank you for your telephone calls, cards and well wishes 
during my recent  recuperation.  Please continue to pray for me.   

Bev Kirkbride 

Gree�ngs, 
   I have enjoyed the good fortune of knowing two members of First Moravian Church as my next door neighbors for sever-
al years. Russ and Amy Korns have exemplified the true meaning of Chris�anity since we first met them. Throughout the 
recent passing of my husband and a health issue of my own, they have provided meals, helped with chores, and checked 
to make sure that everything was okay. Their caring has gone a long way to keep the past year as posi�ve as possible. They 
are truly a blessing. 
   As a small token of my apprecia�on, I am including a dona�on in their honor. I understand the Youth Camping project is 
a par�cular favorite of theirs, so will you please include this gi�  in that fund. 
      Thank you, 
      Susan Dummermuth 

 

Thank you for all that is being 
done behind the scenes! 

 
Milly Sudduth 

 

                              
To Our Church Family, 
         We would like to thank everyone for the many cards we received in celebration of 
our 50th wedding anniversary and especially Pastor John for the chalk art on our drive-
way.  Also, thanks to the Prayer Shawl Ministry for the lovely shawl. 
                                          Sandy & Gary Martin 

 

Dear Church Family, 
        
I would like to thank everyone for the visits, cards, and calls I 
received following my hip surgery. 
 
     Gary Martin 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
   I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all of you for blessing our family in a myriad of 
ways during these days since my injury.  Your prayers, cards, meals, and gifts showered upon 
us have been so very much appreciated.  One group of mothers  even gave up a portion of their 
Mother's Day celebrations to bring a meal to our family!  And all during the midst of this Covid-
19 pandemic. It still brings tears to my eyes to recall all of your kindnesses shown.  I am happy 
to report that the surgical site is healing well. The cast was removed last week, and I have start-
ed therapy.   

                             Thank you again for your thoughtfulness.  We thank God for the opportunity to serve with you 
      at Dover First Moravian Church.   
                              A sister in Christ, 
                                      Cheryl Wallace 

 

Our loving, caring, church family is truly a blessing.  Thank yous to Edith San-
tee, Susan Paden and family, Marcia Harding, and Julie Williams for the food 
they brought us.  It helped us through a difficult first week home following Bill's 
foot surgery and rehab. 
 
        Pat Woodward 

 

Thank You ~ It was very much appreciated. 
     This correspondence is on behalf of Pastor Rasheed As-Samad and the congrega�on at  
Dover First Bap�st Church. We would like to extend to you and your congrega�on a hearty, 
warm and gracious “Thank You” for your generosity – it is greatly appreciated. Even more than 
your generosity, we appreciate you keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. 
     May the Lord con�nue to bless and keep you. 

 

Thanks a lot! 
Dear Church Family, 
   Thank you very much for my senior graduation gift – it is a beautiful piece of art  
that I cannot wait to showcase in my new home in Baltimore.  Thank you for the  
love and support given to me over the years.  I am proud to be a Moravian, and I  
will always keep the church’s teachings in my heart as I go forth into this next  
chapter in my life. 
                Blessings, 
                      Gracen Gerbig 

 

Christian Education Committee, 
 

Thank you for  the stu dy  Bible, a nd for  y our  su ppor t over  the 
years.  It will be helpful and  

convenient to reference in the years to come. 

      Thank you, 

   Lauren Yoder 



 

 
Thank you so much for the prayer shawl and the Bible.  
I would also like to thank you for everything over the 
years in general. Whether it was Sunday School or Vaca-
tion Bible School, I always felt that my faith grew the 
more I was in the presence of the church family. Again, 
thank you very much for all the love and support, and all 
of you will be in my heart forever, regardless of where my 
future takes me. 
    Sincerely, 
    Nathan Wilson 

 

 Our Deepest Sympathy 
Our sympathy and prayers are extended… 
 
…to Sue Henriksen, Maria and Rob DeHoff and Eli on the death of Sue’s  
   husband, Henning, on June 10.  Memorial contributions in Henning’s name  
   can be made to the First Moravian Church of Dover. 
 

…to Lori and Brian Kutcher and family on the death of Lori’s grandfather, Clarence “Butch”  
   McGinnis, age 86, on Sunday, May 10, 2020.  A private family service was held at Toland-Herzig  
   Funeral Home in Dover.  Burial was at Dover Burial Park. 
 
…to Brian and Melanie Cronebach and family on the death of Brian’s grandmother, Margaret  
   Schwarm, age 97, on Saturday, May 9, 2020.  A private graveside service was held at Dover  
   Burial Park. 
 
…to Terry and Susan Corder and family on the death of Terry’s sister, Toni Corder, age 67, of  
   Dover.  Toni passed away on April 23, in Union Hospital. 
 
…to Jennifer and Dan Peveto and family on the death of Jen’s mother, Pamela Shroyer, age 69,  
   on Monday, April 6, 2020.  A graveside service was held on Thursday, April 9, in Evergreen Burial  
   Park in New Philadelphia, with Pastor John Wallace officiating. 
 
…to the K. Melvin (Mel) Dessecker family.  Mel, age 86, passed away at his home on Wednesday,  
   March 18, 2020.  Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, a private family service was held on  
   Saturday, March 28, in Toland-Herzig Funeral Home with burial in Dover Burial Park.  A  
   Celebration of Life Memorial service for the public will be held at a later date and will be  
   announced in the Times Reporter. 
      Memorial contributions in Melvin’s name can be made to the Truman House – Community  
   Hospice at 716 Commercial Avenue, New Philadelphia, OH 44663. 
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NEW ADDRESSES 
Friendly Reminder:  Please keep the church office informed of new addresses,  

telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses.   
 
 
 
 
   Stay Connected… 
 
 

 
Remember there are several ways to stay connected  

with your church family: 
 
You can receive the bi-monthly newsletter by submitting your E-mail address 
to the church office …Just email Karen at:  

admin.assistant@firstmoravianchurch.org   

or, if you prefer to read the newsletter and weekly Sunday bulletins online, go 
to the church website:  

www.doverfirstmoravianchurch.org 

The church website has a lot of information, so be sure to check it out! 

 
Are you interested in being part of the “One Call Now” system?  What a 
great way to stay connected with your church family!  Contact the church of-
fice to be included in this ministry. 

Our Joint Board Members for 2020 
The Board of Trustees and the Board of Elders have worked hard making decisions during the Coronavirus 
pandemic, and we want to say “Thank You”.  If you have questions or concerns or would like to say “Thank 
You”, please call any of your Trustees and Elders.  Here is the current roster of names and phone numbers: 

 

Trustees Elders 
Jeannie Michel, President 330-343-1132 Scott Minor, Vice Chair 330-602-4915 

Jud Compton, Secretary 330-268-6199 Kathy Bergstrom 330-447-2227 

Karol Jones 330-343-8236 Terry Burrell 330-663-3024 

Becky Mastin 330-204-9520 Brian Cronebach 330-340-5549 

Adrian Schaar 330-364-4073 Julie Pfeiffer, Assistant Secretary 330-340-6494 
Dave Trustdorf 330-663-6112 Jean Richardson, Secretary 330-204-5664 
Julie Williams, Vice President 330-933-9707 Cheryl Stephens 330-987-3933 

Bill Woodward 330-602-6437 Scott Walter 330-401-8659 

April Yoder 330-401-2873     
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Practice these three things to remain safe and healthy: 

  

Wear a face mask when in public, 

  

Wash your hands often, and 

  

Practice social distancing. 

 

First Moravian Church 

319 North Walnut Street 

Dover  OH  44622-2943 

 

Change Service Requested 

 
 
 

One Call Now: 
 330-364-8831 
Worship Services: 
   Sept.-May: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
   June-August: 9:30 a.m. 
Church School:  
    Sept.-May: 9:15 a.m. 
 
Pastor:  John B. Wallace 
 Office: 330-364-8831 
 Home: 330-343-2719 
 
 
 
Administra�ve Assistant: 
     Karen Baker 
 
 Director of Music:  
     G. Randall Gibbs 
 
  Custodian: 
     Sam Paden 
 
 
 
 
Church Office:  
 330-364-8831 
Web-Site: www.doverfirstmora- 
vianchurch.org 


