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May 27, 2020 
Dear Friends in the Lord,  

 
On this beautiful Ohio spring day, I write to greet you and bless you once again.  We 

have some very good news to pass on to you concerning a number of programs and directions 
the Lord has blessed this congregation with during this pandemic.  The virus will not defeat us.  
It may define us for a while, but it will not defeat us.   

 
People have been wanting to know when we will be opening for worship again.  I bring 

you good news from the Joint Board who gathered together this month.  I am able to share 
with you that First Moravian Church of Dover will be opening next month, Sunday, June 21, at 
9:30 a.m. and/or our new second worship service, “Creating Sunday’s Worship”, Wednesday, 
June 24, at 6:30 p.m. - the first time we will be in worship together in just over three months.  
As a member, you have three options for worship: Sunday morning, Wednesday night or the 
taped service online.   

 
Now that you know the date, allow me to explain the details for this new adventure for 

us.  As we gather to praise and worship our Lord and God, during the COVID 19 pandemic will 
be different.  Please carefully look over the many new additions and changes to how we will 
worship together in our sanctuary.   

 
What changes you can prepare for on this first day of public worship:  

1) If you have a fever, do not feel good, or are not ready to return to the sanctuary for 
worship, STAY HOME.  You may watch the worship service online.  

2) Wearing a mask for worship is required.  If you cannot abide by that, please stay 
home and worship with our congregation online.   

3) We will not have choral or congressional singing.  
4) Social distancing will apply throughout the building and the sanctuary.   
5) For now, we will refrain from handshaking, hugging or elbowing.   
6) We will not have a nursery open.  (A changing table and courtesy screen will be 

available at the end of the nursery hallway.)   
  
 What you will encounter on opening day: 

1. You would first meet the “masked doorman” and be reminded to put on your mask.  
If you forgot yours, one will be provided at the door.   

2. You will enter the foyer and go either up to the sanctuary or to the elevator.  
       (A hand sanitizing station will be available in the foyer.) 
3. You then will be greeted by an Elder to help answer questions or help you find a spot 

in the sanctuary to sit.   
4. Families and couples are encouraged to sit together as one family household or unit.  

Bulletins will be placed in each of the designated spots throughout the sanctuary.   
5. There will be designated places in the sanctuary for hand sanitizing, as well as a 

place designed to receive your offering.  Plates will not be passed.   
 

(Over) 
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What you will expect to experience for our first worship service together:   
 New Look Order of Worship  

§ Prelude  Music 
§ Welcome 
§ Shared Liturgy or Prerecorded Music or Live 
§ Community Prayer Time   
§ Scripture Lessons 
§ Prerecorded Music or Live 
§ A Simple Message 
§ Closing Blessing  
§ Postlude Music while the Pastor Dismisses by Sections  

 
 Or, you are invited to worship with us on Wednesday evenings beginning on June 24, at 
6:30 p.m. For this worship experience, all of the same Sunday morning service rules apply, but 
the service will be most casual.  This “Creating Sunday’s Worship” will simply build a worship 
experience for the weekly online service.  You are invited to participate in the process of 
creating worship.   
 

Succinctly, this is what summer worship will look like on Sunday morning or Wednesday 
night.  Yes, it is different, but we planned these services with keeping you as safe as possible.  
After you ponder over these new changes and patterns for gathering together for worship, 
keep in mind, if you do not feel comfortable abiding by these changes or these new patterns, 
you may always worship online.   

 
If you have further questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by phone 

330.364.8831 or 330.343.2719 and I will do the best I can to help answer your questions and 
concerns.   

 
 I realize this is a lot of information for you to consider, but I wanted to place this outline 
in your hands long before our opening Sunday.  Any of these plans could change as we monitor 
the virus leading up to Sunday, June 21, or throughout the summer.  These are straining days 
on us all, but never forget all the verses of Psalm 136 and the opening line: “Give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever.”  
 
 We have endured many things these past few months and will continue long into the 
future.  Thank you for your support and your reassurance for the ministry through your giving, 
words of grace, never-give-up attitude and more.  We will endure.  We are Christians and that’s 
what Christians do: “love the Lord and love one another”, and during these pandemic days 
“keep our flock safe”.  That makes all the difference.   
 
I am still your shepherd,    
 

Pastor John 
 
John B. Wallace  
Pastor 


